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in Mubarak’s 


ا ا 
Presldante Mubarak of Egypt rek Welzsioker of Germany‏ 
Ingpect honour guard in Bonn.‏ 


tional bucking, İt is 
up to the Soviet 
Union to re-cstab- 
lish regular diplo- 
matic ties with [5 
rael and thus elimi- 
nate a major ob- 
slacle to the peace 
process. Herr 
Genseler ilso sevs 
Moscow's growing 
willingness 10 cu- 
vperae in hand- 
ling ihe Persian 
Continued on 
page 3 


‘Nothing new 


Palestine peace plan 


۰ KielerNachrichten 


affected will dispense for û period nf 
six months with all acts of violence and 
repression," the Mubaruk Plan com- 
prises four points:- 

e first, arl end to all new [sraeli se\tle- 
ments İn occupied lerrltories; 

® second, respect for the .political 
rights and freedom of the Palestinian 
people under Israeli occupation; 

e third, protection and security for 
the Palestinians, aranlee? by inter- 
national bodies; 

¢ and, fourth, “steps in.the direction 
of an .international peace conference 
qimed at a comprehensive peace settle 
ment. guaranteeing. the right of All 
states in. the, region to live in peace and 
the right of .the, Palestinian people to 
self-determination." 

-ı Regardless, of the fact that Washing: 
ton anlyrecently announced that twas 
not ieurrentiy’ interested’ {i ıa Middlq 
East:conference’to.deal with the Arab: 
have régisterédl the Mubarak proposals 
as nothing DEW, .. orig. 

All havë'been outlihed in rehter de- 
tall in. statemggts, made, by. President 
Sadat. aftêr he, had been forced tn rea- 


as men} 
1 1 ¥, the 
resident to the, Dt 


0 an 
1 Be A fifth point — . and then possibly 
E ` Gfiindit on pilê 


resident Muharnk of Egypt toured 

Curupe and the Unitvd States as the 
leader cf a counlry readnuitted tv Ihe 
Arab fold. 

In Baoan. his first purt of cull. mijar 
crises — Palestinian unrest and the Gulf 
War — were the sole items on the agen- 
da. 

Egypt's pressing economic and finan- 
cial problenıs, an evergreen issue, rated 
not a mention in the President's official 
statements and the controlled commen- 
taries in the Egyptian Press. 

Since Egypt was rehabilitated at the 
Arab summit in Amman last November 
President Mubarak, .previously so res- 
trained, seems to have gained sybstan- 
tially in self-qssurance, 

He has done so to such an extent thal, 
in, much the same manger as his vision- 
ary predecessor, President Sadat, he 
launched a "peace. initiative” in Europe 
and Washington. 

. In Bonn, he was promised that the 
Kohl administration, jointly with other 
European . Community governments; 
would step ip their efforts to promote: 2 
Middle Ëast pençe çqnference,. 1, .:;.,. 

In Israel. Premier Shamir,, contrary ,tn 
the stated. intention of; Foreign Minister 
Peres, emphatically : rejeçted, a اھ‎ 
ideq . 
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This has inevitably made Isrncli politi- 
cians think in terms of military cafego- 
ries that are af scant assistance in the 
ptesent, critical situation. 


Israel, as the occupying power, is us- 
ing force to handle unrest in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. Its interna- 
tional prestige stanuls to suffer substan- 
tially as a result, with the urtrest and the 
way it is being handled undermining the 
moril founduians of the State of Isriiel. 

There dre growing Tears that the cun1- 
puision to resort to lough crisis mianiige- 
ment mig, in the Final analysis, make 
is mark on the very Tuuudilions ol 
democracy ind Ccemvtiliunal tn vrn- 
WEME 


The restoration of pence and quiet in ` 


lhe occupitd territories. Always scum” 
Ing It ıs sul possible, will require a poli- 
tical, not a military, solution. And Israel 
must be lent intermutioniıl support. 

The quesiion is whether the Israelis, 
themselves split into several camps, 
really want to be helped. Or are they in- 
creasingly seeking refuge in laments 
about growing pressure from friendly 
foreign countries that “fail to under- 
stand” the situation? 

Herr Genscher will be keen to dem- 
oustrate, now he has returned from yet 
another of his foreign tours, 1hat Ger- 
many's chairmanship of. the European 
Community can be put to goqd use in 
helping to solve problems in (he Middle 
East: 

. Israel needs:a friend who i is on ! good 
terms with the Arab world andin a posi= 
tion to build bridges. Israel's Foreign 
Minister, Shimon,Peres, is,keen to çnlist 
support foran international conference 
on the Middle. East. (even .though., his 
Prime Minister, ا‎ Shamir, ,is any? 
thifriiemfMOtTEU DE THE اا‎ 
ı. The proposal :for. e Com 
munity aid to the ocgupied territories .iş 
surely worth'çloser consideration, ‘while 
Egypt, AS 1hesole Arab ştate:to..niain+ 
tain diplomatic ties’ with. Israel, cquld 
{end Eurapean and Arab effqrts addi> 
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Strenuous bids to defuse 
Middle East meltdown 


here has been no lack of initiatives 

to defuse the situation in the Mid- 
dle East. The day after German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher te- 
turned to Bonn from consultations in 
the Middle East President Mubarak of 
Egypt flew to Bonn on f tour of leading 
Western capitals. 

The Soviet Union had just ‘proposed a 
conference of Foreign Ministers of the 
five permanent members of the UN Se- 
curity Council tu prepare for an inler- 
national conference on the Middle East. 

Last but not least. UN Secretary- 
General Perez de Cuellar hus heen 
prompted by an envoy he sent to the 
troubled Isracliroccupied territories to 
SURgeSU i series of biluleril talks he=- 
tween parties lo the conflict, 

Palestinian unrest in territories uC- 
cupicd by Israel for fhe past 2U years 
hasmadetttneremsTHgly clit that Iriel 
Lav û Criss Hag Be bngur bBo able ts 
handle on its own... . م‎ 

Grer the pist 40 years Israel his cun” 
sandy (ced external fues und lul lw 


ensure ils very survivil hy force of ars. 
Prague visit 
put to good 
use by ا‎ 


Sore irritation having ‘arisen over 
whether a ‘German-Soviet: summit 
was to be held this year, Chancellor Kohi 
Was able to demonstrate ist Prague’ that 
German Ostpolitk?1ë still ‘well able’ to 
nrake use of the leeway at its disposal. ' 
ir visiting: nelghbouriag 'Czechoslo- 


vakia he conferred with leadı ho sims . 
RT Oy i ا‎ 


ilarly ‘seem'to' have beéh:irı 
Kremlin leader's political ideas Of late, al- 
beit,in asomewhat different manner: :' 
His journey to, Prague was jong over- 
due. A Bonn Chancellor had not visited 
the Czech capital for 1S years and Czech 
,Premier:Sttougal, who has been. his coun! 
‘try! 5 Prime Minister. for, 18 years, has ye 
to visit thê Federal .Républie öf Germiny; 
Président,. Hišak.'.öf. Clechoslovaki 
may haye visited Bönn; but that was 1 
Years ago. 
This circumspection id 'vldlts ' betweerl 
neighbouring colntriets cohes is 2 


nk of a ,SUrtprişe, Relatidhs betweeit Hel 
may iot.be flourishing: ıbut thie b 


e 0 nûfmal! Bhd tela! yy, : 


Oaterholz.Scharmbeck 


On a tour from Hanau, near 1 GE 

Frankfurt, where the Brothers 2 Bodenwerder, home of < 

Grimm were born, to Bremen, ` Mûnchhausen 

where the Town Band 3 Hanau, birthplace of the 
{consisting of a donkey, a dg, 1 ‘Brothers Grimm NES 
a cat and a cockerel) played ا‎ 


: 4 Alsfeld 
such dreadful music that it put : 1 ر‎ 
even robbers to flight, you wil! 
enjoy the varying kinds of : 

countryside. And do stop over 

at Bodenwerder. That was 

where Baron Münchhausen 

told his breathtaking lies. : 


zr E 


DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE 


Visit Germany and let the Fairy FUR TOURISMUS EV 


Tale Route be your guide. 


2 ا‎ ' ` Beethovensitrasse 69. D-6000 Frankfurt/M: 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The German Fairy 
Tale Route 


German roads will get you 
there — even if nostalgia Is 
your destination. On your next 
visit why not cal! to mind those 
halcyon childhood days when 
your mother or father told you 
fairy.tales, maybe German 
ones? The surroundings in 
which our great falry tale 
writers lived or the scenes in 
which the tales themselves 
were set will make their 
meaning even clearer and 
show you that many are based 
on a fairly realistic 
background. 


pecially toward Japan. The.12 Euro- 
pean Community member-governments 
must first agree among themselves on a 
common denominator on which tû base 
their ırade policy toward Japan. 

1s i1 10 be based on free trade or on 
protectionism? No-one conversant with 
the course of meetings of the Council of 
Ministers in Brussels will expect agree- 
ment to be reached until after lengthy 
disputes. 

The readier the Japanese are to liber- 
alise their own market and abolish. the أ‎ 
substantial number of non-tariff barri- 


ers that still beset trade, the more effect ° 
ively lhe French, the Italians and a num- ol, 
ber of Germans may be persuaded to be | 
less afraid that the Japanese will be the '" 
main beneficiaries of the common inter- 

nal market. 


Advocates of free trade in both Eu- 
rope and Japan would be: depressed if 
the two major trading powers, the Euro- 
pean Community and Japan, were to en- 
ter the 1990s with a syslem of quotas 
and punitive and retaliatory tariffs. 

The European inclination, prompted 
by high unemployment, to stem the tide 
of Japanese imports is as much to be re- 
gretted as Tokyo's reluctance to open 
ihe Japanese market to imports. 

Burgeoning self-confidence must nol 
make the Japanese forget the basic re- 
quirement withou which irade cannot 
flourish in the long term: equally of op- 
portünity. 

A country that wants to be surd it 
continues to stand 4 chance of holding 
its own in export markets must give thu 
other country u chance to scll gods and 
services İn its own market. 

Peter Hart 
Frankfurt Allgemvine Zuilung 
fur Deutschland. 3 Jinuiiry JYNN 


Timte is said tu be shart. Socialist Chan- 
cellor Franz Vranitzky and OVP Vice- 
Chancellor Alois Mock have put forward 
a makeshift argument that Austria must 
“take part" in the Common Market but de- 
fer full nembership until sonıe later date. 

Austrian advocates of joining the Euro- 
pean Community feel this line of argument 
is inadequate. 

A further consideration is that Austria 
made use of a thaw in East-West ties in 
1955 to negotiate independence and an 
end to post-war occupation status. 

Today's thaw is arguably another op- 
portunily Austria cannot afford to miss, 
Under Mr Gorbachov's leadership the So- 

Viet Union might be persuaded not to ob- 
ject to Austria joining the Community. ° أ‎ 

Like Ireland, ‘it could still reserve ‘its 
right to remain strictly neutral j in world af 
fairs. 

Splendid though it might bet to be on the 
best of terms with Hungary and Yugoslav- 
i, asan influential Austrian politician put 
it, his country had-no desire to bë equated 
with them, not: even ina Central Ehropesny 
contêxk™ 4, e 

+ Joining ‘the Europeart Community Was 
important ' for Aiuslrla because it. would 
testify to the fact.tiat'although Austrla was 
and would ‘remain ' neutral .in military 
terms; it was part-of the West i ir political, 
social and economic terms. : '. 

:: Would the Community sland to ğain 
from: Austrian .membership? It would cer- 
tainly put paid to the géoğraphical divide 
separating.the riorth:and. south of the‘ Eu- 
ropean Conimunity along the Alps:.: 

«` Austrla i also'a highly-developed coun- 
try with production techniques and labour 
morale in. keeping with. thoseci of iesth- 
blished. members. ofthe Community. Il is 
aişo a market of seven million people Wh 
SuUinlal purchasing power. <. ... 

S.1! ric «Carl Gustaf: Stroh. و‎ 
.1' (Dle Walt Bûnn, 21Januaryı| 988) 
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Protectionism or free trade: Europe and 
Japan must make up their minds 


dramatically against the Ecu and lead- 
ing European currencies. 

Since February 1985 the yen has 
been revalued by 5.3 per cent against 
the Ecu. This, the dollar's decline and 
punitive duties on Japanese exports to 
the United States have made European 
markets increasingly interesting for Jap- 
anese exporters. 

The Europeans are not amused, As 
seen by the llalian government's Jeci- 
sion to keep Japanese cars out, Direct 
imports from Japan already having been 
banned, Rome has now banned imports 
of Japanese çars vik other European 
Comnıunity countries. 

The Italian authorities have been enı- 
powered to do so by the Brussels Com- 
mission in accordance with Article 115 
of the Treaty of Rome. 

A member-country is entitled to de- 
mand protection by thêè terms of this 
provision to prevent distortion of trad- 
ing patterns. 

This move shows that both the Euro- 
peans and the Japanese have grounds 
for complaint. The imposition of quotas 
for Japanese car imports by Italy, Bri- 
tain and France was in breach of the 
principle of free trade in the first place. 

The common internal market, or abo- 
lition of all restrictions on trade in 
goods, services and capital between Euı- 
ropean Comnunlty countries, planned 
for 1992 calls for the Twelve (o draw up 
iı common concept on Iracle policy, es- 


Austria: to 
join or 
not to join 


resist the attraction of the European Com- 
munity, with which it already conducts two 
thirds of its foreign trade, 

Western Austrians, as Opposed to peo- 
ple in Vienna and the east, are well aware 
of 'this point, In both outlook on life and 
standard of living they already are West 
ern Europeans, 

"Private industry is'ahother advocate of 
joining the European Community, The’ priv- 
ate sector, unlike’ ailing staté-owned firms, 
does good business with the Community. 

Most: industrialists realise that a chill 
breeze of competition would sweep Aus- 
tria once it: joined the . Community, ‘but 
they feel competition is needed. 

. Tw fe with scepticism, not tû 

18 bene ls rip prbeherenit with 
the’ European .Cotumunlty. ‘They «are the 
trade unions and thefarmers. '' :’ ' 

' The: unions are:afraid ` membership’ of 
the Community would lead to an influx of 
migrant workers, The farmers ‘rely on 
heavy subsidies fOr survival and could not 
hope 1o compete with their counterparts i in 
the European Community. '' : 

«Geran farmers: have toublê. enough 
with the Community; problems! between 
Austria.and Bfussels 1 mist Burely: be even 
worse. 

`. Supporters of joining: the Coramuniiy) 
have other, subtler arid mote effective ar! 
guments at theıready, i. r Gil 

Austria, they say, risks: falling :between 
twû stqgls if, with the Eüropean Cotnmun- 
ity to.its west ad ‘Comecon to its: east, JF 
falls to make overtures toward Brussels. `, 


shy ‘displtasure, 


semiconductors which were no longer 
allowed into America would inundate 
Europea markets. 

The Japanese have lately ‘been seen to 
yield to growing UÙ§ pressure on trade 
restrictions in respect of a number .of 
products, concentrating more on Euro- 
pean markets as a result. 

The latest available trade figures 
seem to some extent to prove that the 
flow of trade has been redirected as 
feared. According to yen statistics pU- 
blished by Tokyo, Japanese exports to 
the United States declined by 10.4 per 
cent between January and October 
1987. 

Japanese exports to European Com- 
munity countries increased by five per 
cent, which explains why the Commis- 
sion has fears of a further increase in the 
Community's chronic deficit in trade 
with Japan. 

It increased from roughly DM34bn in 
1984 to DM47bn in 1986 and scenıs 
sure to have exceeded DM50bn last 
year. 

The revaluation of the yet by roughly 
50 per cent against the dollar since Feb- 
ruary 1985 points in the same direction, 
especially as the yen his gained fiar less 


Ai is in the throes of a two-tier 
debiûtc, the tırst being cuncerned 
with the past. Issues range from the war- 
time activities of head of state Kurt 
Waldheim to the SOth anniversary of the 
Aschluss, or enforced merger of Austria 
with the Third Reich in 1938. 

At times Austrian left-wingers in parti- 
cular seem so preoccupied with the past 
that they tend to neglect the second tier: 
Austria's rale in Europe today. 

If the word #Azıschluss is of any relev- 
ance to Austria today, then surely in 
terms Of catching up with Western econ- 
omic and technological progress ~ and 
joining the European Commuriity. 

Austrian politicians and the Austrian 
public are ‘slowly starting to realise that 
their coùntry has little choice but to ap- 
ply, for full membership of the  Êuropeai 
Coramünitj: 2 

The Conservative Austrian People's 
Party (OVP), junior partner in the Vien- 
na coalition, recently approved a resoli- 
tion stressing the need for Austria to ap” 

1y 8 


ارج 


TERE 
prekgurê ê frit OVP ledders- in’ Salb 3 
Tirol and Vorarlberg,’ Austfla’s wesle 
Lûnder. 

Wester Austfia today iš largely linked 
to' ‘the dynamics of :lts' northerh and 
Southern neighbours, the Federal: ‘Repub- 
lic: of" Germany and Italy, both memHers 
of, the' European Community. ا‎ 

` This bis advarithges; 1t ‘also has draW- 
backs, Tirol is groaning under the bude 
of transit traffic thatthreatens to a the 
Inh valley; ı1’, 

"People in'towns near’ the. border; such 
ds Salzburg, do their shopping in Bavari, 
where articles ranging.from motor fuel'to 
butter and from electrical: goods to tex* 
tiles are far less expensive thari:in:Aùstria. ` 

1. Fhis redirection .of. purchasing ‘power 
ki. a.qleari indication that Austria cannot 


Je has been all smiles in its deal- 
ings with the European Commission 
in Brussels for several months. Tokyo 
has assured European Community offi- 
cials that Japan is in the throes of a pro- 
cess of reappraisal and reorientation. 

Its aim is no longer to seal off Japan 
from -international competition but to 
purposefully incorporate the country in 
the international economy, 


The ‘Japaiese ase government does in- 


deed seem. to be paying the European 
Cömimunity morê attention, European 
fears of Fat Eastern export potential are 
being taken more seriously. The Japa- 
nese market, officials in Tokyo promise, 
is to be thrown more open to imports 
from Europe. 

Yet relations remain tense, as can be 
seen from the frequent anti-dumping 
proceedings held under the auspices of 
the European Commissjoh. 

There are three main reasons for this 
tension between Brussels and Tokyo: 
the heavy pressure of competition, a de- 
gree of “redirection” of the flow of Japa- 
nese exports from America to Europe 
due to growing US protectionism and 
the growing self-confidence of Japanese 
politicians and businessmen. 

It hardly needs mentioning that Japa- 
nese products, from miniature radios to 
numerically-controlled machine tools, 
are extremely competitive in European 
markets. 

The" performace of the Jupunuse " x= 
puorı machine” is particulurly apparent 
in connection with automobiles and a 
range of electronics products. such as 
personal computers, videuv rucurulurs 
and semiconductors. 

The clash hetween Japan and the Un- 
ited States over semiconductors, {rig- 
gering export quotas and pricing agrce- 
ments, had immediate repercussions on 
relations between Tokyo and Brussels 
in the context of the three-cornered 
trading relationship between America, 
Japan and Europe. 

' European Commission officials 
gained the impression that the terms 
agreed by the United States and Japan 
gave US. manufacturers ‘privileged ac- 
cess to the Japanese market, also elbow- 
ing out European SOmperitlon via the 
prices agreed: 1 

There were also’ fears that Japanese 


3 Continued from page 1 
Gulf conflict as a promişing sign with 
regard to the Middle East. Above all, it 
1s up to the United States.to adopt a new 


approach to,and, ouflook agai MjAlg 


East, policy, 

"Yet no matter how much: effort is put 
in and how many initiatives . are 
launched, all. ‘seems doomed. to failure 
as long as, disputeş. between; the .coali- 
tion parties largely paralyse lameli poli 
ties, . 

.In. Israel, as. in the. United. Sais the 
eleotion' campaign has .got under Way: 
Thiş,means that the two main, allies. are, 
only to a limited extent capable of ac= 
on .pt,an jmportant 31228, f new deve- 
lopments. 
»; So.there fsscant prospect forthe time 
being of ,a silver; lining. tothe, clouds in 
the skies over a.Middle East that ig als0. 
hard hit by the Gı f War and. the. Leba- 


nese civil wat. 
: : . .Hertart: Leiner 
(General-. Aczelgar, Bonn; 25 ey! 1988) 
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Strenuous bids 
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felt to be toa compromising, At all 
events the original text read that the af- 
fected parties were to respeçt 4 six- 
month ceasefire — as though, at least 
in the present slale of unrest, stone” 
throwing children and young people in 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
cuuld or should accept a ceascfire with 
the best army in the Middle East. 

At the extraordinary conference of 
Arab Lengue Foreign Ministers in Tur- 
nis even the moderate and pro-Cairo 
Palestinians in the entourage of PLO 
leader Yasser Arafut made it clear that 


. they felt President Mubarak'’s Middle 


East peace conference plan had back- 
fired. 

ft was, they argued, being launched 
at a time when they felt a tailwind of 
political support yet aimed ût ho more 
than consolidating the status quo in the 
territories occupied by Israel since 
1967. 

Even so, the situation on the West 
Bank and in the Gaza Strip was the main 
item on the agenda of talks hetweell_ 
President Mubarak and his German 
Federal government hosts in Bonn. 

It relegated the Gulf War to second 
place, which cannot be said to havê 
heen the case at the Arab summit in 
Amman. 

President Mubarak may not have an 
express mandate to speak on the Ar 
abs' behalf, but diplomatic observers 
in Cairo are woıking an the assump” 
tion that Egypt, either despite or Dy 
virlue of its peace trenly with Israel, 
has an intermediary rol t0 play in in” 
terhational endeavours to bring iboul 
A lasting Solution to’ the Palestinian 
problem. 

„. Elsewhere in Europe, as in the Unit” 
ed States, President Mubarak was surê 
to discuss bilateral issucs, such a» 
Egypt's pressing cconomic and fini" 
cial problems. 

Cairo continues to need the support 
of the countries he visiled in ils dispute 
with the International Monetary Fund. 
which has accused the Egyptians of nol 
having honoured their soltrqn econ” 
omic reform comınitments. e 

In Washinglon Egyplian milîtary 
debts totalling $4.5bı were bound to” 
be raised, with Egypı fecling interest 
rates of belween l4 and 17 per cent or 
arms debts outstanding to the Unie 
Sîntes ought at lcast to be halved. 

Now Egypt has de facto regained A 
leading role — if not rhe leading.solé 2 


in the Arab world, Presidèrit Mubarak- 


is bouud to have held talks from a P' 
tion of greater strength on his 10-day 
tour. , 

. There are, ‘however. bound to: ؛be‎ 
fears ~~ warranted by recent comments 
in the Egyptian. Press — that the.EBYyP” 
tians have once againroverrated: thelr 


position.’ ` Peter Gerner" 
(Kieler Nachrichten, 26 Jahuary 1988) 


.. The. German Tribune. 
Friedr{ûh Reineake O, Tl: 2 3-4 Hactwlbuasiraı I 
D-2000 Hamburg 76 Te 2281, 1 Telak O2 
Edîtorin-ohlaf; Otto Heinz, Editor: Alex 
Erultah 9 TT 


{Nürhberger Nachrlehten, 28 January 1988); 
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For Mozambique, in contrast, Herr 
Strauss's visit to southern Africa might 
well have a beneficial effect. 

President Chissano's left- wing gov- 
ernment is challenged for power in the 
former Portuguese colony by a rebel 
movement that does no more than lay 
claim to political objectives. 

In reality Renaıno, the National Re- 
sistance Movement, amounts to little 
more than a gang of bandits who control 
large parts of the country and do so by 
the most arbitrary exercise of power. 

In Maputo the Mozambican authorit” 
ies say 100,000 people have died in the 
fighting, not to mention the material da- 
mage and general decline. 

Pretoria strictly denies having any- 
thing.to do with Renamo, but there can 
be little doubt the South African intel- 
ligence authorities supply the rebels 
with arms. 

Even in the most conservative circles 
Renamo has forfeited any reputation it 
may have had of being a pro-Western 
liberation movement that was stemming 
the tide of communist expansion. 

Conversely, Maputo is no longer sus- 
pecled.of being a Soviet satellite. Mo- 
zambiquc now has British and Spanish 
military advisers. In economic policy it 
has abandoned the more exaggerated 
socialist experiments of the past. 

Herr Strauss, like Chancellor Kohl 
two months previously, promised Mo- 
zambique economic aid. 

If he were only to make use of his 
ınuclı-vaunted excellent connections 
with South Africa to end South African 
did to Renamo his visit might yet come 
to be classified as ù success. 

Wolfgang Kunath 
(Stuugurter Zvilung. 23 Januury [YBB) 


Wi FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Genscher and Strauss ~ at 
cross-purposes in Africa? 


ing off his coalition partners, Herr 
Genscher's FDP and Herr Strauss's 
CSU, against each other. 

Herr Strauss, who when the CDU/ 
CSU returned to power in Bonn in 1982 
would have liked the Foreign Office, the 
one portfolio Chancellor Kohl was un- 
able to offer him, İs now able to don the 
mantle of an auxiliary Foreign Minister. 

This will no doubt have appealed to 
Herr Strauss and proved to him thal his 
influence on German politics is substan- 
tial cven though he may not hold office 
in Bonn. 

Yet it would be wishful thinking to 
imagine that his visit to South Africa 
had produced anything by way of results 
on headway toward the abolition of ra- 
cial segregation. 

Quite the reverse: any visit by a dem’ 
ocratic poliliclan from a Western coun- 
try is bound, initially, to upgrade {he 
Pretoria regime. 

Why, one is bound to wonder, should 
Pretoria benr wiiness to genuine readi- 
ness for reform when Herr Strauss is 
prepared to break through the cordon 
of international isolation without re- 
quiring South Africa to make the slight- 
esl concession in return? 

Small wonder the South African 
Council of Churches reacted no less all- 
ergicnlly to his visit than the Unitecl 
Democratic Front, the largest Opposi- 
tion group in South Africa. 


Another Beirut abduction bid 
to blackmail Bonn 


hostage was not the only trump they 
held. 


They claimed to have “means that 
will cut Bonn to the quick," 

No-one has yet claimed responsibil 
ity for kidnapping Ralph Schray, but it 
is impossible to believe it is sheer coin= 
cidence he was abducted on the day 
Mohammed Hamadi appeared in 
court. 

The pressure the kidnappers have 
brought to bear on the court aid on the 
Bonn government, to which Minister 
of State Schãuble of the Chancellor's 
Office recently admitted, has been fur- 
ther intensified. 

That would accbunt for Judge 
Arend's comment that as a result of the 
latest kidnapping the situatlon would 
probably bê exacerbated and the op» 
posite of what might have been possi- 
ble in the trial would happen. 

He may have hoped on the quiet that 
the release of Hoechst executive. Ru- 
dolf Cordes might ease'the situation: 
Instead the opposite has happened and 
there seems to be no way < out of the 
vicious circle, ‘ 

The whole truth will probably. not 
come to light until Mohammed Hama- 
df's role is fully clarifled. 

His family in Lebanon seems con- 
vinced Bonn will knuckle under to süf- 
ficient blackmail pressure. : 

The latest develdûpments show’ önce 
and for all that Beirut extremists refuse 
to appreciate that in Western Europe 


there is a clear distinction between. 


politics i and the machinery of justice, . 
Helmilt Pickel 


ours after the appearance of Le- 

banese hijacker Mohammed 
Hamadi in a Düsseldorf court case 
against his brother Abbas a German 
citizen of Lebanese extraction, Ralph 
Schray, was abducted in Beirut, A 
leading Shiite Moslem is reported to 
have said another of the Hamadi 
brothers, Abdel Hadi, took Schray 
hostage. He is said to have ordered the 
abduction to step up pressure on Bonn 
fo release his brothers Abbas and 
Mohammed. 

Abbas Hamadi's defence counsel 
said when the Düsseldorf court case 
began that the proceedings would 
clearly show his client to have had 
nothing Lo do, either directly or indi- 
rectly, with the abduction of German 
businessmen Rudolf Cordes and NE 
fred Schmidt in Beirut. 

This claim looks increasingly shaky 
as the case progresses, and not only in 


view of the shocked admission by. 


Judge Klaus Arend {hat Lebanese 
threats have given rise lo an urıprece- 
«dented situation in German justice. 
` Knowing that the sentence, expected 
in Aptil, wil decide over'the life or 
death of German citizens held hostage 
by Lebanese terrorists in Beirul is 
hound to do more than affect the at- 
mosphere in the courtroom. , : 
The. connection is all too clear, 
Hours before the hearings began, Herr 
Cardes’ kidnappers warned that their 


'‘STUTTGARTER 
` ZÊITUNG ` 


NS before has a Bonn govern” 
ment paid so much attention lo 
Africa yet, paradoxically, Bonn's atti- 
ude toward Africa lacks nothing more 
than a clear policy line. 

Within six nıonths Chancellor Kohl, 
President Yon Weizsdieker, Foreign 
Minister Genscher and Premier Strauss 
ef Bavaria have toured Afrien, and all of 
then have visited crisis-torn southern 
Africa. 

Yet while Kohl. Weizsacker and 
Cienscher have ured the froni-line 
stntes Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
Angela, Ierr Strauss, who us so often 
in the past has no qualms about con= 
ferring with Lhe more dubious actor's 
on the world's stage, has chosen to pay 
his respects ta the apartheid regime in 
Pretoriu. 

Their destinations arc programmatic, 
terr Genscher and FHerr Strauss, poles 
apart in the Bonn coalition, stand for 
cHifferent appronches lo Africa policy. 

1lurr Gienscher is sirong on verbnl 
cundenmnation of racism in South Africa 
hut resolutely opposes tough sanctions 
iat demanded by black African countries 
(anl others}, 

This has led to accusations, in Africa 
and vuhewhere, that he is all words and 
no action. He is ùulsu at loggerheads with 
those who either approve of conditions 
in South Africa or make profits there. 

Herr Strauss in contrast argues along 
genpalitical lines, seeing Africa as pol- 
ential for Soviet expansion. To stem the 
tide uf what he claims is communist CX- 
pansion he is prepared to permil the 
powers that be in Pretoria a certain 
amount of leeway. 

{n his view the system of racial segre- 
gation has shown itself to be capable of 
reform, This view is bound to sound like 
an insuh to the victims of apartheid, 
maintained as it is by military force. 

Chancellor Kohl lets bolh men have 
their way, which is what makes Bonn's 
Africa policy so unclear. 

The Chancellor expressly affirmed 
that Herr Strauss was in Pretoria as 
Bonn's envoy with a view to mediating 
between South Africa anl Mozam- 
bique, which is fighting an insurgenl 
army that is clearly backed by South 
Africa. 

Any such role for the Bavarian Pre- 
mıier is bound to appear as an affront 10 
the Foreign Minister, so the Chancellor 
is again demonstraling his skill at play- 


Prague visit 
Continued from page 1 


manin trading partner in the West. Sport- 
ing ties run smoothly and promising 
talks haye been held for some time on 
transnutional environmental protection. 

The Czech leaders would like to take 
purt in a new und wider-runging Ëast- 
West dialogue despite ull feurs of fresh 
problems 10 which li miglt give rise. So 
Chancellor Kohl's visit wus well suited 
to paving the way for beller coopera- 


tion, Horst Opta 
Nardwest Zeityng. Orlenturg. 2ê January 1988) 


وی ی ی ر 


tary impact İn the theatre of war can on- 
ly surprise those who have so far re- 
fused to take notice of what is happen- 
ing around them. 

Concern in Bonn resulted from Ger- 
man uncertainty rather than from Am- 
erican reappraisal. . 

The SPD has concentrated on the 
pleasant side of security policy, namely 
disarnıament, and left the unpleasant 
aspects of military security and deterr- 
ence to others. 

The CDU and CSU would like to do 
the same, but they bear the burden of 
government responsibility. 

Their slogan, "the shorter the mis- 
siles, the deader the Germans", as well 
as the understandable call for an “over- 
all concept? are just a case of playing for 
time. 


Longer-term approach 


The fact that US long-term strate- 
gists lay bare ihe contradictions rather 
than cover them up is a disruptive fac- 
tor, 

A longer-term approach is more ur- 
gent than ever. 

In onc year's time a new US presi- 
dent will be confronted by the mont 
difficult question of all: under what cir- 
cumstances should he press the nuc- 
lear button? 

A balanced and thought-out study 
by Western Europeans of their secur- 
ify requirements during ihe noxt 20 
years — the need fur defence aud dlis- 
armament cuuld accelcrutt the 
progress of the Allantic dialoguu. 

Even then, however, (hose who issue 

wurcls of warning ip Bonn should hecd 
lwo things thoy have appitently ignn- 
red so fur: 
e First: those Americans who tulk uf 
using nuclear weapons in certain silu- 
ations are also interested in deterrence 
and nol waging a war. 

A great deal would suggest thal 
plans for a limited use of nuclear weiı- 
pons are illusory anyway; in all pruba- 
bility. a nuclear war cannot be con- 
fined. 

Nevertheless, the attempt to do se 

does not necessarily contradict effec- 
tive deterrence. 
e Second: the contradiction between 
the European interest in linking the 
United States to the fate of the old con- 
tinent and the American interest in not 
necessarily jeopardising the survival of 
the New World by becoming involved 
in a war in Europe canı never be com- 
` pletely eliminated. 

It can at best be overcome via politi- 
cal trust, not via military aides» 
mémoires. 

Altempts by the alliance lo cure a 
malaise in transatlantic political rel- 
ations vin arms decisions have failed 
often enough; the missile deployment 
issue in Europe îš just one example. ' 

Contrary to Bonn's response to thé 
“Discriminate Deterrence" report the 


„alliance is not at a crossroads. 


.P 
.. pub 


Ra ome time in the future 
ic opinion in Europe and in the 


‘United States may view the nuclear al- 


liance link' as a risk and not as an nd- 
vantage, regarding the nuclear con- 


‘tradition. of deterrence as unaccept« 


able to both sİidês.- 1 
„ Disarmament and detente between 


East and West .may also gradually re-. 


ducê the:gecurity risks which have al- 
ways atcompanied the nuclear age. 

‘Ali thisyı however, is still a long way 

off, It'is not inthe German interest to 

act ãs ifthis were not the case, 

e Christoph Bertram 

.. „` ` (De Zeit, Hamburg, 29 January 1988] 
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US ‘discriminate deterrence’ policy review 


triggers German nuclear fears of old 


The Americans, on the other hand, 
always wanted to İİimit the risk of being 
dragged into nuclear devastation via a 
war in Europe. 

Efforts to reduce risks have pervaded 
the American strategy debate during the 
last three decades. 

Yet. critics ih Bonn, however, have 
only now begun to sit Up and take no- 
tice. 1 

At the beginning of the 50s tactical 
nuclear weapons were still classed as a 
useful substitute for conventional 
troops, of which there was a shortage in 
Europe. 

However, following the Sputnik 
shock in 1957, when the Russians for 
the first lime demonstrated an opera- 
tional intercontinental missile which put 
America in the nuclear line of fire, the 
United States suddenly became aware 
of the risks involved in this strategy. 

Nuclear weapons —~ both strategic 
and tactical — then became 1 deterrence 
reserve, Not a substitute for conven- 
tional defence, but an additional tlırcat 
to deny the enemy hopes of victory in a 
limited conventional war, 

This led to the concept of “flexible re- 
sponse", which became Nato strategy in 
1967 and still officially applies today. 

The risks associated with America's 
alliance with Eurupe grew following the 
rapid extension of the Soviet nuclear 
arms arsennl in the late Seventies. 

The question was raised morê and 
more probingly as to what would hap- 
pen if deterrence failed, 

The answer given was to make plans 
for the deployment of nuclear weapons 
more sophisticated, 

In 1970 Henry Kissinger formulated 
the following question for President 
Nixon: 

“Should the President only have an 
option in an emergency to order the 
mass annihilation of the enemy's civilian 
population?” 

Since then all American governments 
have given the same answer, 

Nuclear deployment options were 
busily elaborated beneath the threshold 
of a “total” nuclear strike itself. 

The aim was no longer to merely pre- 
vent a nuclear war via deterrence, but lo 
pull through such a war if it broke oit, 

Paul Nitze, today one of President 
Reagan's most experienced disarma- 
ment experts, put the strategy in a nut- 
shell: “There's only one thing which is 


worse than a nuclear war and that's los-  , 


ing a nuclear war,” 

The Pentagon's Long-Term Commis- 
slon has simplyxeiterateq.what, has long 
„been an American consensus: ا‎ 
; Every US Defence Secretary for the 
past 10 years has basically said the 
same in his white papers: İf deterrence. 
falls America should not be faced by 
„the option of.either capitulaling or of 
blowing the world to kingdom come, 
since deterrence would then cease 'to 
be credible, : 
¦ Jf Soviet Defence Ministers were to , 

ublish white papers they would‘exp- 
ress similar sentiment. ' E 
j The limited (and Himitable) uše ‘of 
nuclear weapons is not ruled out; escal- 
ation from a regional into a worldwide 
‘conflict need not be automatic. , 
The Commission'ş ‘recommendation, 
therefore, that nuclear weapons should 
not only exert a deterrent influence via 


escalation but primarily via their mill 


nology will change the nature of military 
options in the coming decades, 

It comes as no surprise that the ideas 
outlined by the Commission are strong« 
ly influenced by.the Iranian trauma 
which faced both the Carter and the 
Reagan Administrations. 

Soviet intervention in the Persian 
Gulf, “at the request" of a new revolu- 
tionary regime-for example, tops the list 
of possible “wars on the Soviet peri- 
phery" — not conflicts in Europe. 

Bonn's concern does not relate to 
such debatable aspects, but to the re- 
port's statements and recommendations 
on Europe and on nuclear weapons. 

Once again, however, the report.does 
not oome up with anything really new in 
this field. .. 

Many Europeans have probably long 
since taken for granted something which 
is now presented as a new realisation, 
namely that military planning in Wash- 
ington as well as in most Western Euro- 
pean capitals has been shaped by (wo 
extreme danger scenarios for too long. 

They are a massive conventional at=- 
tack on Western Europe by the Warsaw 
Pact and an uncontrolled nuclear attack 
on the United States by the Soviet Un- 
1ofl. 

Although both scenarios are possible 
they are much more improbable than 
other, less apocalyptic conflicts. 

The conclusion the American Long- 
Tourm Commision draws fron this [aut 
sends shudders down the spines ol 
many West German politicians, who 
have already suffered the slings and ar- 
rows of missile modernisation and the 
zero solution. 

Since major, apocalyptic wars are not 
on the agenda, the report maintains, li- 
mited wars ~ including limited nuclear 
wars — cannot be ruled out. 


Nuclear retaliatlon 


Wohlstetter, Iklé & Co. now openly 
advocate nuclear weapons possibly be- 
ing used in such eventualities. 

If deterrence fails and the Soviets de- 
cide to make a limited strike against the 
West the response should be “discrimin- 
ate” retaliation against Soviet command 
headquarters or troop concentrations. 

“The western alliance should .not 
threaten to use nuclear weapons in or- 
der to extend the conflict — even though 
there is a continued risk of a nuclear 
build-up = but primarily as an instru- 

pking, Şguicl,. troops 


military success," says (hê report: : ; 


And, more explicitly: “We can. no 
longer. base 'our strategy on ,threats 
whiçh -¬ if effected — imply our own an» 
nihilatlon... What we need are militarily 


‘effective possibilitles of.reşponse that lir: 


mit the extent of destruction if we don't 
want .to ‘bring about ıthe..dêstruotion of 
what we intend.defending." ., ....' .. 
, These considerations,. are,;, by:, na 
means new, but have existed:almost as 
lonğ.as,nuclear deterrence.Itself,l. 1. '.. 
.: The. difficulty involved .İn .bringing. 
European and American interests into 
gccord.is also afamiliar.problem. . ۰’ 

1ı The Europeans, at: least ı thosé..who 
believe ıin:deterrence, alwaysı wanted. to 
link their own fate via nuclear weapons 
wifh-their distant American ally, for bet- 
ter or for Worse: 1:. 1 


Ht 


E‏ ا 
e‏ 2 


he recommendations made in “Dis- 
criminate Deterrence,” a report on 
US defence policy strategy for the next 
20 years submitted to the Defence Se- 


cretary and President Reagan's security 


advisers on 12 January, have caused a 
stir in Bonn. : 

The report was compiled by the 
“Commission for the Elaboration-of an 
Integrated Long-Term Strategy”, , 

The chairman of the CDU/CSU par- 
liamentary party in the Bundestag, Al- 
fred Dregger, has warned that Europe is 
running the risk of moving “beneath the 
military dominance of the Soviet Un- 
ion", 

Fellow-Christian Democrat Volker 
Riühe, otherwise known for his level- 
headedness, feels that the western alli- 
ance is fundamentally in jeopardy. 

The secretary of state in the Bonn 
Defence Ministry, Lothar Rühl, is con- 
cerned about “fatal consequences”, 

And even Egon Bahr, the disarma- 
ment expert of the SPD, feels, albeit 
with no outward signs of regret, that 
“the end of Nato” is nigh. 

lı doesn't take much to make the bot- 
tom fall out of some people's worlds, it 
SEEM mrn — 

Even before {he wording of ihe cun- 
troversial document was studied more 
thoroughly, European consternation 
had already obliged the Reagan Admin- 
istration to play down its significance. 

“The docuntent Joes not stand for the 
politics of this government," said a 
White House press spokesman. 

Indeed, the twelve ınen and one wom- 
an who discussed the document for 15 
months before giving it their seal of ap- 
proval, are — with the exception of the 
outgoing undersecretary of defence, 
Fred Iklé — neither members of govern” 
meni nor government employees. 

Yet all Commission members have 
had a say in America's strategic plann- 
ing for many years. : 

Albert Wollstetter, for instance, has 
ranked as one of the leading theoreti- 
cians of the nuclear age for over 30 
years and has advised almost evêry Def- 
ence Secretary, 4 

.„ Henry Kissinger, Zbigniew Brzezins- 
ki and William. Clark' were security ad- 
visers to the last three US presidents. 

Andrew.ı'Goodpaster, James Hollo- 


way and John Vessey are zejjzed soldi . 


ers who önce held high-ranking posté: 
It’ is obvious that they cannot ' all 
speak: on behalf of an Administration 
whose defence policy reflections have 
never moved beyond the dulled “Ameri 
ca. must become strong again” mûtto 
and the pie in the.sky SDI project... 
The. report. which: triggered: so :iuch 
concern İn. Bonn. does not reveal any 
radically new ideas. The fare on the 69- 
Page menu is pretty famillar. .,.:  . 

! The Soviet Union is still viewed as the 
biggest threat, even though a worldwide 
cûnflict ‘between ,East 'and West iş re- 
garded as.improbable.. ,., 1:. i, , 

. The report predicts, an Inorease in:the 
number of conflicts in the Third World: 

The.growing:spread, of modern waa- 
pPons.wijll undermine the ‘possibilities of 
both world powers .to intervene; tech- 


# 


| 
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A consistent advocate of ‘quiet 
diplomacy’ and reconciliation 


Werner Nachmann 
(Photo: dpa) 


munity, but Nachmann stood by it de- 
spite bitter disappointments and set- 
backs suffered partly at the hands of 
those to whom he felt a political affinity. 

Despite his “quiet diplomacy" he was 
unable to persuade Chancellor Kohl to 
intervene sooner and more unmistak- 
ably when Christian Democratic office- 
holders made anti-Semitic remarks. 

He was equally unable to prevent the 
official ceremonies during President 
Reagan's visit to the site of Belsen con- 
centration camp or the gesture of Ger- 
man-American reconciliation at Bitburg 
war cemetery. 

With Jewish pıutest so ineffective, 
Nachmann, and the Jewish Establish 
ment could only declare their solidarity 
with rebellious Jewish youngsters. 

Yet the demonstrative absence of 
concentration camp inmates was igo” 
red by Christian dignitaries who at- 
tended the ceremony held by Chancel- 
lor Kohl and President Reagan at the 
Belsen memorial to tens of thousands of 
Jewish martyrs. 

In private conversation Nachmann 
made it quite clear how thig had disap” 
pointed him. In principle he Weg strong” 
ly in favour of reconciliation, an du{look 
mainly enjoined on the victims and thei, 
children by their persccutors. 

He set greater store hy what people 
had done since 1945 than by their att 
tude prior to 1945, This applied, for În” 
stance, to Hans Globke, state secretary 
under Chancellor Adenauer. .... 

In the Third Reich Glgbke wrote 
commentaries on the Nazi race lays 
After the war he made a name for him” 
self as an expert on reparations Pay” 
ments to.the Jews. 

. It also- applied to: Wehrmacht judge 
Hans Filbinger, later accused of drut’ 
head courtmartial sentenceş, who went 
on to. become CDÜ Premier of Baden” 
Wiürttemberg. ا‎ 

‘Nachmann' wrote to Filbinger assur’ 
ing him of his support even after he had 
been dropped by the CDU. ' ' 

Yet Werner Nachmann never ceaséd 


fo sound a warning note. Long before” 


the” slogan of the Germans’” “sêdond' 
guilt," that ‘of ‘suppressing therpast, hê 
warned’ ر‎ 

` “We ‘are not acciüsing -the""'younğer 
generation of responsibility fol what 
their fathers did. Bit we 


fathers for not telling the ‘younger gen i 


eratioh the codtse of history as they €"; 
perienced it.”  ' Gjinther B. Gintel ... 
` `‘. »(Deujsehes Allgemeines Sonnitagsblatt; 

< ° sr: <, Hamburg,'31 January 1988) 


ews of the sudden death of Werner 

Nachmann, chairman of the board 
of governors of the Central Council of 
Jews in Germany (to give lim his offi- 
cial title), came as a great shock, 

He had been spokesnıan of the Jewish 
community, or at least of communities 
affiliated to the Central Council, since 
1965. 

Expressions of grief are not just a for 
mality. Nachmann was known and re- 
specied both in Bonn and in Karlsruhe 
and his native Baden. He was on long- 
standing terms of personal friendship 
with many leading public figures. 

Nachmann was a consistent advocate 
of "quiet diplomacy.” In contrast to, say, 
Heinz Galinski, the head of the Jewish 
community in West Berlin, he preferred 
not to air problems and scandals in pub- 
lic. : 

Public protest was not his way of try- 
ing to solve problems, He preferred be- 
hind-the-scenes talks and personal en- 
counter and intervention. 

Balance and restraint were always the 
keynotes of his personal response, He 
was not given to either polemics or at- 
tack. 

Regardless which political party or 
parties held power in Bonn, Werner 
Nachmann had access to the govern- 
ınent, the clıurches and the trade un- 
ions, His concept of confidential colla- 
boration was held in high esteem by pol- 
itical leaders, 

This esteem is reflected in the .letter 
of condolence written on his death by 
Bishop Kruse, head of the Protestant 
Church. in Germany, who refers to 
Nachmann's “energy and présence of 
mind" and regrets the demise of a frank 
and open-minded interlocutor. 

Nachmann’s reputation was also 
based on respect for the life he had led. 
His was a long-established family of 
Karlsruhe businessmen, a family 

steeped in Baden liberalism and the 
German patriotism of middle-class 
Jews. 

That was why he felt the family's ex- 
pulsion in 1938, their flight to France 
and life underground as an appalling 
period of personal humiliation and 
danger. 

Yet the Nazi era made no difference 
to his fundamental affirmation of being 
a German. In 1945, aged 20, he re- 
turned to Karlsruhe as soon as it fell to, 
the Allies. The Nachmanns played a 
large part in the re-establishment of 
the Jewish community in the city. 

In 1961. Werner Nachmann suc” 
ceeded his father as head qf, Karls- 
ruhe's Jewish community and took 
over as head of the Jewish communit- 
ies in Baden. Four years later he was 
elected chairman of the board of 
governors of the Central Council, 

He was not prepared, as.he once put 
it, to let Hitler apd the Nazis get away 
with their “final victory.” If the few surr 
viyving Jews were to leave Germany the 
“final solution" would be fully .vindi- 
cated, 1 N 

"Despite the ‘continued incompre- 
hensibility of what had happened,” he 
said on 9 November 1978in Cologne, 
“we (returned Jews) were ready and 
willing to .help establish. democracy 
and restore human dignity. We did not 
do so in vain.” 3 0. 

This assessment. was (and: remains) 
controversial within the Jewish com- 


. a HE 
Erle Warburg :. , 
(Photo: dpa) 

“I was determined," he later wrote 
about the initial years of the Nazi re- 
gime, “to defend my firm like a forttess." 
He did so with the tenacity, courage and 
acumen thal were typical of him. 

Yet: “Business grew slack. The spate 
of anti-Jewish legislation had to be stud- 
ied by the firm's eight lawyers." 

His son, Eric Warburg, saw more 
clearly what lay ahead and that Hitler 
was determined to go to War. 

He left Germany in 1938, a few 
months before his father, having previ- 
ously succeeded in enabling many fel- 
low-Jews to escape. 

The father and son set up a successful 
new bank, E. M. Warburg & Co., in New 
Yurk. 

After lhe Japanese attack on Pearl Har- 
bourg and the outbreak of war between 
the United States and Gerınany Eric War- 
burg reported for US military service. He 
served as an intelligence officer. 

So it was that after the German capi- 
tulation in May 1945 he interrogated 
lending Nazis such as Hermann Göring, 
leading military men such as Field-Mar- 
shal Kesselring and leading German 
scientists. 

He has had little to say about his war- 
time experiences, He has very little to 
say about himself. 

One such testimony is a letter to 
newspaper proprietor Axel Springer, 
who had criticised the Allies’ failure in 
the 1920s and 1930s to see what was 
brewing in Germany. 

“In this connection," Warburg wrote, 
“] am reminded of a time in the Second 
World War when I was serving with 
USAAF and RAF combat intelligence. 

“When the Allies began heavily 
bombing Liübeck 1 approached the Brit- 
ish authorities and tried to make it clear 
to them that Lübeck was of strictly cul- 
tural value and of no military signific- 
ance. 1 strongly championed stopping 
the bombardment of Liibeck." 

Air Marshal Sir Arthur Harris, “"Bom- 
ber Harris,” tried to brush his intervention, 
aside, insisting on sparing no target acces- 
sible to aerial bombardment in Germany 
after the German bombardment of Lon- 
don, Coventry and other British cities. 

But Warburg stuck to his guns. “I 
then arranged .for Carl Burckhardt of 
tlıe [International Red Cross in Switzer- 
land to inlorm the Brilish government 
that all letters and parcels to British 
prisoners-of-war in Gernıany went via 
Liibeck." Libeck was spared further 
bombardment, : : 

At the end of. 1943 Eric Warburg 
warked behind the scenes to persuade 
US foreign policymakers not to make 
Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein part 
of te proposed Soviet zone of occupa- 
tion in Germany. 4 

At the end of the wor he arranged for 
German scientists and their families to 

Continued on page 6 
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87-year-old 
banker wins 
‘own’ award 


CosnmopolHan, 87-yenr-oll Hanmıburg 
hanker Eric M. Warburg has been 
awarded Ihe Atlantik-Brùcke's Eric Mi. 
Warburg Prize in recognitlon of his 
contribution toward German-Amerİcan 
rcelatlans,. Guests at the presentation 
ceremony, held in Hamburg on 22 Jan- 
unary, included Federal President Ri 
chard von Welzsicker. The Atlantik 
Briücke, based In Bonn and Hanıburg, İs 
n German assoclation for the promotion 
of German-Amerlenn [rlendship. 


anker Eric M. Warburg, who is 

Jewish, flecl his native Germany in 
1938 nnd returnedl as u US officer. Af- 
ter the war le dedicated himself to res- 
toring cuuperntion and understanding 
between the two countries. 

Nuw 87, he can louk back on a long 
and tempestuous lifetime of service. 

lt may well be for a future generation 
of historians to assess the influence he 
exerted un major political and econom- 
ic decisions of the 20th cenlury. 

"his is what one of his colleagues of 50 
yeurs' standing, Christian Democrat MED 
Erik Blumenfeld, has (o say about him: 

“Eric Warburg has always been a man 
who placed the objective over the indi- 
vidual, a man of incredible energy and 
intensity, 

“He has nccomplished much in Ger- 
man-American relations, being person- 
ally acquainted with all leading states- 
men in both countries and enjoying 
their confidence. Yet at the bottom of 
his heart he has always remained a 
Hamburg nan.” 

If ever a man could lay claim to hav- 
ing been a witness of his era, then it 
nıust surely be Eric Warburg, a highly 
successful privale banker, untiring pa- 
tron and philanthropist and astute ad- 
viser to leading 20th century politicians. 

His is a family that has included both 
bankers with international connections 
and scholars of international repute. 

His father Max Warburg, head of the 
Hamburg private bank then known As 
M. M. Warburg, was a friend of Kaiser 
Wilhelm Il, a close associale of shi- 
powner Albert Ballin and an adviser of 
the last [Imperial Chancellor, Prince 
Max of Baden. 

Max Warburg enjoyed the reputation 
of being the uncrowned king of Ham- 
burg. His son grew up in a home of greal 
social splendour in which a stern sense 
of duty nonetheless prevailed. 

From his earliest years Eric Warburg 
gained an insight into the consequence 
of pulitical events and decisions. 

Hlis father, a typical palriotic Jewish 
big bourgeois of lhe Wilhelminian era, 
advised the German delegation at the 
Versailles peace lalks. 

Warburg resigned, feeling Germany 
need not sign the Versailles Trealy as 
drafted by the Allies. 

In the early years of he Weimar Repub 
lic Walker Rathenau, rhe Reich Foreign 
Minister, was 4 [rejuent visitor to the 
Warburg villa in Blankenese, Hanıburg, to 
which Erie Warburg has now retircd. 

Max Warburg was onc of many Oer- 
man Jews who could not imagine Hiller 
ever succeeding in Germany with. his 
rudical, anti-Semitic policy and trigger- 
ing the pugroms that later took place, 
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Iran and the man who may 


Man with a key role: lranlan flnance 
Minister. (Photo: Süddeutcher Verlag) 


Morlagh left the hotel in Bruckschen's 
cûompany car, followcd by a press motur- 
cade, and went with him lo the meeting. 
They drove up to the Krupp Stahl cauteen, 
which lies only a few metres from the di- 
lapidated former directors’ villa. 

Two hours later the 40 year-old minis- 
ter presented hintself to the press, He 
came across as a modest Mun who citu” 
fully phrased his words and whose manncr 
and appearance contradicted the nual 
cliches about the Iranian rekin. One 
could have easily mistaken him for a west 
ern ManitgCr. 

Nortlagh studied mechuniciul enginecr= 
ing in Hanuver and qualified will a PhD. 

Fram 197% tu LURI he was chargé d'al= 
fares for his country and fram then until 
November 1983 he was the Iranian am- 
bassaclor' in Bonn. 

He has not lust any of his old diplomatic 
skills. He told the press he could nut make 
any definite statement on how ıhe \ate 
would go ùt thê meeting of hê superviyory 
board. 

He said he dicl not see his role iıs that uf 
mediator between the wurks council and 
the management, Instead he expected serî- 
ous negotiations on a “reasonable solu- 
tion" taking humanitarian and sociil 
aspects of the case into consideration. 

He said he had also no intention af us- 
ing his visit as propaganda for [slamic 
fundamentalism. 

He impressed on Mehmet Aslan that he 
was here not just on account of the 800 
Muslims but for the sake of all Rheinhaus- 
en steelworkers. 

He had no intention of intervening in 
German domestic politics. 

The Rheinhausen ' works councillors 
have breathed a sigh of relief. They feel he 
has made it clear that his aim is not to fo- 
ment Islamic fundamentalism nmong Tüur- 
kish steelworkers, thereby siding with the 
right-wing Grey Wolves among the Tur- 
kish. community in Germany. 

He'may not have étommitted himself on 
the future of the works, but the works 
council are more than happy with his visit. 
Iran remains the Great Unknown in ithe 


disputë over Rhéinhausen’s future. 


When'steelworkers called at the works 
council to’ask whal the Iranian visitor had 
had, to say, countillor Stefan Skodacek 
sounded ûn enthusiastic notê, ' 

“He's on Out side,” he said. “Maybe he 
can gêt the board to reconsider," 

Mehmet Aslan was also convinced thal 
the Iranian! visitor was ori the workers’ 
side. The: seventh week of the protest has 
sine got under way, with Staying Power is 


. Rheinhauseii's Strong Point: as the slogin 


of the week. ٣ 
E Hans+Ulrich Jürges. 
(Uti deutsehe Zeltung, Munich; 19 January 1988} 


veto Krupp shutdown 


he Iranian Deputy Finance Minister, 

Mohamad-Mehdi Navab-Motlagh, 
made a surprise visit lo the Krupp steel- 
works in Rheinhausen, Duisburg, which is 
facing closure, 

The visit was in response to a written 
plea by Mehmet Aslan, a young Turkish 
worker, who appealed to the Iranians for 
help to stop the closure in thé name of Al- 
lah and Islam. 

The resourceful Turk wrote the letier to 
the İranians after he heard last November 
that plans were afoot to close the works; 
The letter, which was written In the name 
of 800 Turkish workers, made Aslan into 
an overnight celebrity. 

“You are a member of the board and 
therefore we ask you in the name of Allah 
and our Muslim bruthers nat to agree lo 
the planned closure. Our last hope is to 
ask our Muslim brothers tv’ help us stop, 
this inhuman act. Your good deed will not 
be forgotten." 

Aslan and Manfred Bruckschen, the 
chairman of the works council, followecl 
up this plea by making thrce phone calls to 
the Iranian cabinet minister, 

All of a sudden they got word that the 
visit was on. However the minister wanted 
no publicity. So the works council kepl the 
visit a secret. Reporters looking for infor- 
mation were given the cold shoulcler. 

Only Miûnfred Bruckschen and his de- 
puty, Theo Steegmann, Walter Busch and 
Mehmet Aslan knew about the details of 
the visit. 

The Iranians have a 25.1 per cent inler- 
esl, acquired during the Shah" cra, which 
gives them a velo on the hoard of Krupp 
Stel and Fried. Krupp. The visu lo Rhuin- 
hausen was arranged for 17 January. The 
following day the finance minister was gu- 
ing to a board meeting at the Essen parent 
company. 

In view of the keen media interest the all 
those involved erected a wall of silence 
around the visit. The Iranian embassy in 
Bonn cooperated in keeping the time and 
place of the visit a secret. The board of 
Fried. Krupp blocked all inquiries. They 
said: “We have no reason to discuss the 
appointments of this board in public,” 

However there were mixed feelings on 
the works council about the visit. Many 
members were not quite sure how the “Ira- 
nian card" would be played. 

The lefl-wing had mora! scruples about 
seeing the Khomeini regime, in view of its 
record on human rights, as the saviour of 
the Rheinhausen steelworks. 

“The regime is not exactly what you 
would call democratic," said one strategist. 

The workers know that the Iraniars 
have a veto on the board. And that in 
1981 they used it on the supervisory 
board to veto the proposed, dismissal .of 
5,000 rE But they are exercising dis- 
eretlûh" 6 [Hêr tht Iranians , will ` 
make, a am come true by saving the 
works from closure, : 

Admittedly the tenacity of some repor- 
ters broke down the secrecy surrounding 
the meeting, On the Sunday of the meeting 
they set up.camp outside Bruckschen’s fat 
on the edge of Rhelnhausen and watched 
his every move he made. 

He told reporers: “We don't know eith- 
er exaclly what's going to happen. We're 
being deliberately kept in the dark." . 

jcorted by two plain clothes 'police- 

men, Brutcksthén dtovè to the Breiden- 
bacher Hof luxury hotel in, Düsseldorf to 
mieet the finûrice minister, 

‘Whén fe got there, he found thAt Kup 
board chairman Manfred Cromme had’ gût 
wind of the. visit and met.with Motlagh-to ' 
give his version of the situation, 


ings are simultaneously translated into 
Turkish for the families of Turkish 
workers whose livelihoods are cqually 
threatened by the closure plans. 

In the foyer of the Erlöserkirche the 
atmosphere is almost festive, with beer 
and snacks being served as the inaugu- 
ral programme is screened, 

There are no signs of either fatigue or 
resignation — even thougiı the past few 
days have been particularly dishearten- 
ing. 

“Believe me," says Manfred 
‘Bruckschen, “we are going to step Up 
the pace of protest.” He promises mod- 
eration and non-violence, but continued 
protest on a massive scale, 

Support has been widespread, espe- 
cially in the Ruhr and North-Rhine 
Westphalia, ever since closure plans 
were announced at the beginning of De- 
cember, the steelworkers having been 
left in the dark until the last minute 
about the detailed closure plans that 
were being drawn up. 

A week before Christmas, after initial 
protest, they were led to believe lalks 
would be held with the aim of keeping 
the works open if at all possible. 

Then Krupp supervisory board chair- 
man Wilhelm Scheider said closure was 
inevitable as part of cooperatlon terms 
agreed with Mannesmanıı and Thyssen. 

Days later Bonn Economic Affairs 
Minister Marlin Bangemann gave the 
closure plan what amount to official 
backing by saying he could, with the 
best will in the world, see no way how 
closure of Rheinhausen could be averl- 
ed. 

The Krupp board then presented de- 
tails of a closure plan drawn up without 
consulting the works council. It aims at 
avoiding mass redundancies by uffering 

early retirement. alternative cmpliy- 
men und ENS unlit Puy> 
ments. 

“They've left us in the dark yet again." 
says works councillir Gcorg Augustin, 
who has worked at Rheinhausen for 35 
years. "Can we now trust even anything 
they sign, lel alone whal they say?" 

In mid-December the works council 
and IG Metall, the 2.5m-strongy engi- 
neering workers’ union, named two ex- 
perts who were to consider alternatives 
10 closure. 

They were economics professor Nor- 
bert Koubek and the former IG Metall 


economics expert Gürter Stolz, now a 
tax consultant. 

They requisitioned documentation 
and held exploratory talks with the ma- 
nagement. Negotiations between the 
works council and the management 
were to be postponed until the experts 


hE des 
termined to go it alone; and the worker 
have a nasty feeling its policy’ is to di- 
vide and rule, undermining ' solidarity 
with other steelworkers. 

“Management policy seems ‘to be fo 
persuade Rheinhausen :steelworkers 
aged 53 to 55 that by agreeing to an ear- 
ly pension. schemée they may avert the 
worst for themselves and their families, 
leaving the' Devil to take the'hindmost. 

Bùt what, as one steelworker.puts it, 
is to happen to thelr children and grand- 
children ifthe works are shut dowh? He 
has a son and a son-in-law who work at 
the steelworks. Where are their children 
golng to find work ifthe ا‎ comes to 
the.worst?.,i j Hl rs * 
ı'So the campaigners ,are revolved lo 

;:. " Continued on page 8:... i’. . 


had.arrived at a conclusion. 
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EW INDUSTRY 


Last-ditch bid 
to avert 
steel closure 


In a last-diteh bid to avert closure of the 


Krupp stcelworks in Rheinhausen, the 
5,300 Duisburg steelworkers, led by 
works council chairman Manfred 
Bruckschen, have spearheaded an im- 
aginative campalgn widely supported by 


trade unionists and public opinion in 


the Ruhır, It hãš ranged, sine the be- 
ginning of December, from nightly cable 
TV programmes to calling on the Irani 
an government, minority sharcholders 
In Krupp, to veto the shutdown. 


hen the women's choir set up by 

Rheinhausen steelworkers' wives 
sings its protest songs on cable TV, 
viewers at the Erlöserkirche, a local 
Protestant church, are ınoved and im- 
pressed. 

One vocal appeal for coal and steel to 
continue to provide Duisburg people 
with a livelihood is sung to the melody 
of the German national anthem. 

Another energetically proclaims that 
Rheinhausen steelworkers have a right 
to work for themselves and their child- 
ren and that no-one is going to succeed 
in closing the works over their heads. 

lt is the inaugural evening of i cable 
TV protest channel! to avert closure, and 
several hundred people have met at the 
church to see the programmes that are 
to be‘ screêredevety evening ifler the 
TV News in the bimes of 3,801 Rhvtn- 
hausen families with cable TV, 

The church elders unanimously 
agree tu sereen the programme in 
church. The channel was approved in 
record lime by the North Rhinc-West= 
phalian licensing authority in Düssel- 
dort. 

Run by local people, its sole purpose 
is to support the struggle by 5,300 
Krupp steelworkers to avert closure. 
And they necd all tlhe support they can 

et. 

: Viewers can now be called on nightly, 
and iive, to back the latest canıpaign 
moves in what works council chairman 
Manfred Bruckschen feels sure will be 
the tough weeks that lie ahead, 

Duisburg Oberbiirgermeister Josef 
Krings says in his opening speech on the 
Protest channel that he feels what Man- 
fred Bruckschen is doing is much more 
interesting than the jokes of (TV come- 
dian) Rudi Carrell. Mayor Krings is en- 
thusiastically applauded. 

Local people have long ceased to be 
amused by jokes. Since the announce- 
ment by the Krupp boar tthe 90- 
year-old steelworks if lo be CIOset, 
Rheinhausen has been up in arins. 

Steelworkers, Jocal traders and busi- 
nessmeén, churches, clûbs and political 
parties are unitéd in opposing the tom“ 
Pany's' plans for a virial shutdown of 
an entiré sùburb' of Duisburg. 

Video filnis about the Şavê, Rheii- 
haùsên campaign canı bë sêèri on Chan” 
nei 6 ir Rheinhausen,.féd ifité the cable 
TV system of tlie Krupp staff housiilg 
corporation from ad e transmitter. . 

Two'Ktûpp worker, a fitter and a 
crahe-driver, have filmêd the’ protests, 
including totchilight processions. ‘Their 
films were earlier scréened on Tv sets 
in local shop windows. 

On cable TV the prograrimê presen 

ter prûclaims:that imagination is needéd 
to fight the'closure plans; The: POE: 
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desbank profits, therefore, means tur 
on the money supply tap i in favour of the 


public purse and triggering an inflati 
process. The Bundesbank profits, how- 


ever, must be assessed more discriminate.  ! 
ly. There are three sources: 

` First, the interest earnings on foreign ex- 
change reserves. Most of tle Bundesbank's 
foreign exchange reserves are invested in 
US government securities, which provide 
high interest income, | 

Second, these investments yield exchange 1 
rate profits if the dollar appreciates, but ex- 
change rate losses if its value falls. 

Third, German banks pay interest on : 
the central bank loans they receive from 
the Bundesbank. For the Bundebank this 
interest income is a profit. 

The impact of the transferred Baie: 
bank profits on the German economy var 
ries depending on their source. أ‎ 

If profits come from interest income pro- 
vided by domestic banks, Federal budget 
spending merely injects liquid funds back 
into circulation which were withdrawn from 
circulation beforehand as a result of i interest 
payments to the Bundesbank, 

' The ‘same applies to Bundesbaik profits 
originating from exchange rate gains made 
by selling off dollars. . 

These profits are made when the Bunde- 
bank sells it dollars, say, to support thë 
deutschemark at an exchange rale higher 
than its book value. The dollar currently fi” 
gures at DM1.71 in the Bundesbank bal- 
ance sheet. Selling off dollars at a higher 
rate produces profits. 

If these profits are then transferred 1o 
the Federal treasury this is simply revers’ 
ing part of the former withdrawal of money 
which resulted from buying dollars with 
deutschemarks. 

The Bundesbank has not heen in this fa- 
vourable situation for a long time. It has had 
to buy up appreciable atıuutıts ol Juollars af 
a lower exchange rate {han that fixed in the 
balance shcel 10 support the LIS currency. 

There have also been substantial ex” 


` change’ rate losses on the Bundesboank's 


dollar investments. 

During these interventions to support 
the dollar the Bundesbank increased the 
domestic money supply by buying up dol- 
lars with deutschemartks, 

Whercver there was danger ofriggering 
inflation the Bundesbank absorbed the 
risk, for example, by obliging banks to de” 
posit higher minimum reserves'at{he Bun” 
desbunk and thus withdrawing ™money 
from circulation. 

‘The. fact that the Bundesbank transferred 
its profits to the Bonn Trensury in twa in” 
stalments last year indicates ils concern 


about the inflationary effects of this tran i 


fer. The “custodians of the currency” 
neednit worry too muclı this year. There af . 
no profits in sight. Rudolf Rohde | 
(Deutsches Allgemeines ntagsb) 
Hambûrg, 31 January! 88) ا‎ 
ا‎ 
| 


a8 MIM, Warburg:Brinokmmann, Wirtz 8 
Co: i: 

His close personal friends include Her 
mut Schmidt, to ‘whom, as Chancellor in 
1979, he lent his two“mast schooner Atak 
anta for a political cruise. in thê Bay ۳ 
Danzig. 1 3 

The jalitieal significance of cruise 
40 En after the outbreak of the Second 
World War, was clear-to, and intentional 
an'tiie part ofy: both the ‘banker ‘and. 1ê 
Chancellor, ı. i’ .: vw: 

Erik Blumenfeld's: comment’ thatrat thd 
bottom.of'his héart Eric Warburg: has al ` 
ways remained a Hamburg max is borié 
out .by' a -temark:Warburg: orice" »imade 
about his relationship Wwithhis: nativê cltye+ 

` “My family; having ved here tinct the, | 
Thirty- Years" War, ‘has always sought: 
eve the. iiy’ ‘to thê best ofits ability." * 2 
wy bh ..ı iwe Bihiısen '" 
` Die'wWelt, Bêl! 23 sau ı8) | 
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Frankfurt Bundesbank walks deutschemark 


along a stability tightrope 


garded it as merely one’ way of stabilising 
the deutschemark. 

Money supply targeting in he: Federal 
Republic of Germany'covers-note and coin 
circulation, sight deposits On current’ ac 
counis, time :deposits' and ‘savings deposlts 
with the reê manih SN. withdrawal 
notice. a 

‘If the poh ‘supply. uarget set by.the 
Bundesbank overshoots the ceiling level 
the bank does ‘hot respond by effecting 
hectic counter-regulatory measures. 

With the' help of the regulatory tools at 
its disposal the bank could keep the money 
supply more and less within the fixed:tar+ 
get funnel: o 

However, no-one would: benefit from 
such a move ‘if, atthe end ofthe year, the 
bank discovers that the monetary target 
has been attained but that e ecûnomy has 
suffêred as a result. 

The announcement of a money supply 
target, however, obliges the Bundesbank to 
gauge the‘ success of its monetary policy 
course in terms of a specific point of refer 
ence and to explain and justify any devi- 
ations from the target set — as has been ne- 
cessary for lhe past two years. 

A few weeks ago political’ circles in 
Bonn were alarmed at the news thit the ex- 
pected transfer of Bundesbank profits 
amounting to DM6bn to the Exchequer 
will nol take place due to the decline in 
profits due to the dollar slump. 2 

The transfer of profîts ıu the Bunn Fin- 
ance Minister was always ‘controversial, 
since it prolongs the sfialghtening out of an 
indebted budget. 

There” was Vigorous: patent: by... the 
CDU/CSU Opposition back in 1981 when 
the then Finance Minister in’ Bonh, Hans 
Matthöfer (SPD), incorporated the transfer 
of Bundesbank profits to finance the Fed- 
eral budget. 

Since these parties have been in goverın- 
ment, however, they have themselves 
openly resorted to these substantial Bun- 
desbank profits to plug the budget gap. 

The transfer of Bundesbank profits to 
the Bonn Treasury was a bone of conten- 
tlon right from the start: 1 

After all, the Bundesbank is tlıe eccono- 
my's only money source. If İt puts money 

into circulation this is money creation and 
if it takes money out of circulation this is 
money destruction. 
' Money creation which is not comple- 
mented by a higher range of purchasable 
goods runs the risk of causing inflation: 

A financing of public deficits via Bun- 

E 3:‏ 5 ب 


„. Continued.from page 4u nr 
be whisked away from the advancing So- 
viel forces and brought to Safety. 8 the 
West. - 

He ‘appealed to the US High Commis 
sioner in Germany, John J. McCloy; : to 
stop dismantling German industry, which 
was making reconstructioh more difficult: 

He was’ an untiring advocate, helping 
countless Individuals and institutions, in- 
cluding the Red Cross, the Tsraelitisches 
Krankenhaus in Hamburg, ‘the Unlvèrsity 
of Haifa, the ‘Institute of Strategic Studies 
in London and his native ity, Hamburg; 
the ruins of Wien he first Tevisited as! Us 
officer in 1945, a e 

He returned to » Hamburg a 1 decade later 
in a gesture of reconciliation between Ger- 
mans and Jews and of frlendshi ‘belê 
Germans and:Americans. ı : » ıı ' f 

` He' bought -back'a partnership ' in ‘the 
family firm, which since 1970 has traded 


u direct attack on economic policies gener- 
ally accepted at that time and based on the 
theory advocated by the English economist 
John Maynard Keynes that the lack af 
private demand should be remedied by 
government demand in order to avoid un- 
employment. 

The Keynesianists were particularly 
fond of pump- priming programmes, which 
were financed via government budger! defi- 
tits and chenp money: 

In the end, however, they were `power- 
less in the face of the chronic post-war in- 
flation their policies had helped to create. 

This was when the monelarists appeared 
on the scene. They called upon the central 
banks to set their sights on @ long-term 
growth in money supply, ` 

` Furthermore, banks should gear the 
growth rate of moncy supply to economic 
growth trends as well as fix, announce and 
slick to specific monclary goals. 

The monetarists believe that if the no- 
ney supply is kept within liglıt limits this 
must also apply to demand, i.e. counteract 
inflation. 1 

‘This new approach fascinated monetary 
policymakers the world over. 

In 1974 the Bundesbank also opted for 
ınoncy supply targeting. However, it never 
laboured under the misconception that this 
was a miracle cure able to offset udverse 
developments in the pay and fiscal policy 
fields. 

The Bundesbank never glorified the ıno- 
ney supply target as an end in itself, büt re- 


cutsche Bundesbank, Germany's 

Frankfurt-basecl central bank, is the 
most successful West Germa economic 
policy institution. 

‘Unduterred by the ups ait downs of 
Ppulitical developments over the ycars it has 
unwaveringly stood by 1s uhjeetive of en- 
suring monetary stability. 

The Bundesbank's founding fathers 
gave the new central bunk full autondnıy in 
order to avoid mistakes made in 1he past. 

The Bundesbank is independent of poli- 
tical dircelives from Bonn and is not ac- 
countable to the Bundestag for its uctivit- 
ies, Is task is to safeguard the currency, 
which ubuve all means ensuring price stét- 
bility. 

According lo tlıe Deutsche Bundesbank 
Act, however, Û is obliged "in compliance 
with ils tasks" to support the Bonn goverh- 
nents overall cconoinlc pulicy: 

One important means of maintaining a 
sible deutschemark is the Bundestank's 
money supply policy, 

This aspect of Bundesbank policy hil 
the headlines recently after the Bundes- 
bank's central bank council, which cont- 
prises (he Bundesbank directors and the 
eloven presidents uf the Land (regional) 
central bimks, dlecided (hat ihe money sup- 
ply shoukl only increusce hy belwecn thirce 
und six per cent in 1988. This money sup- 
ply policy is based on concepts elaborated 
hy ù group of ccunumists referred to since 
1967 ûs “monctarists". 

The monetarist counter-revolltion was 
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Deregulation may boost air 
traffic but not safety 


a mass of information along the right 
channels. e 

Highly modern American computer 
reservation systems such as Sabre, 
Apallo and System One, used by Amer- 


ican Airlines, United Airlines 
Texas Air respectively, work well, 

Ruinous competition on the North 
Aılantic route forced the Amoricuns i0 
try and sell their reservation systems lu 
the Europeans. But without much suc- 
cess. 1 

As a colınter-move, European air- 
lines developed their own reservation 
systems in çrder to maintain their dom- 
estic advantages. 

Once again the Europeans could nat 
unite. They could nut cven agree ON it 
single system, ۰ 

.Lufthansd, Air France and SAS 
foundecl the Amadeus reservation sys» 
tem, 10 which Air Inter, Finniir and 
JAT of Yugoslavia joincd up. 

Belwecn them hese six account for 
6Û per cenl ûf the Eurapean passenger 
market. 3 

The Amadeus group bough! its sott- 
ware from Texis Air's System One anl 
its hardware fron IBM — to gut off tu ù 
quick stuart. 

Anuther cansorlium has bought into 
United Airliney' Apollo reservatiiin sys- 
um, British Airways, Swissuir and KLM 
Pan te mark u it is the Gableu vy slont, 

So both groups, although their sy- 
tems differ slighlly Irom the US syalens 
on which they arc based, are sill largely 
dependent on their US syslenıs. 

Lufthansa's Frank Beckmann is i- 
suming that deregulation ind uulumia- 
tion are inseperably litd up lu ane ùn- 
uther. 

In order to standardise the content of 
the systems of all bidders, lhe Civil Aer- 
onautical Board (CAB) in the US ruled 
that services of non-airlines such as car- 
hire firms, travel agents and hotels 
should be offered by all airline ticket 
reservation systems on the market. 

The smooth management of expand- 
ing air traffic is undeniably dependent 
on air safety control and on ûn efficient 
infrastructure on the ground. 

In 1987 the increase irı air traffic at 
peak periods led to a ban on domestic 
flights travelling at - altitudes of over 
7,300 metres, or 24,000 feet. 

This ; blanket ban waş imposed by 
control towers, pushing kerosene con- 
sumption up by .15 per çent, which 
knocked ‘bath Profits and SvroRmEn: 
tar. protection into a cocked hat. 

;Ineraasingly long delays in : :landing 
and take-off at Munich,-Düsseldarf and 
Frankfurt are the result, Netther the:air- 
ports nor their air ty facilities. can 
handle the. overload... ıı | jÊ 

Captain Gehlen, spokesman for. 
Cockpit, the airlinc.,pilots! association, 
says: “ThINES are likely to get Worse 
forethey get bettçr" u ii. 

: Oêenéral.. Secrelary. «Neumeister of 
AEA, thd Assoclation. of Europea Air: 
lines, agrees. ..:, sii, 
iit would be: wrong," he. .ısays, “to 
blame cohtral towerıstaff. They are un- 
der just.as.heavy pressure-of work as evr 
eryone êlsê.at. European airports," .. i 
i <, SKlhus Wittkamn.:.. 

. ‘t{Kölner Stodl-Anzeiger, 
` Cologne, 14.lanwary 1988) 


and 


eregulation of civil aviation will 
have changed the landscape of tra- 
vel in Europe by 1992, airlines say. 

They expect the number of passeng- 
ers to double in a few years, Deregula- 
tion, which has been so beneficial in 
America, is expected to be an important 
reason for tlıis boom. 

Deregulation will do away with res- 
trictive price and capacity controls, This 
should make bring ticket cosis down 
and attract more passengers, Airlines 
will be able to Introduce far-reaching 
changes in tariffs, flight plans, air safety, 
ground organisation and reservation 
şyştenıs. 

Lufthansa sales director Frank’ Beck- 
mann told the aviation correspondents’ 


press club in Washington, D.C., he fell. 
deregulation would change the face of 


European travel hy 1993. 

The number of private, as opposed lo 
business, passengers in Germany has in- 
creasëd by 36 per cent since 1982, Bu- 
siness passengers are tıp hy only 19 per 
cent, : 

Airlines from the same country can 
now .fly the same routes, Airlines with 
small aircraft of up to 70 seats which 
can prove their liquidity and safety re- 
cord, can now eusily get rights to fly re- 
gular services between large and smill 
airports. 

Airlines wich up to now have heen 
restrictecl 10 flying buck and forth on the 
same route will now be able lo make acl- 
dirional stops and pick up extra pas- 
sengers, mail and air carga. 

Ihe newn FEC gutdelines ahe entitle 
Rırlınes to serve domestc routes in 
neighbouring countries, 

Nuthin is more seductive than 
founding a new company in û situation 
like this. But the American experience 
has shown that not many companies 
have the necessary reserves for the op- 
erating costs and the initial high invest 
ment, 

Heinz Ruhnau, Lufthansa chief exec- 
utive, says: “Mergers between airlines, 
such as the British Airways’ takeover of 
British Caledonian, can only result in 
the soundest improving their position 
and (aking over the lion's share of the 
market." 

The first phase of deregulation will 
more than likely cause a price war 
which could oust the smaller airlines. 
Whichever of the smaller firms can sur- 
vive this critical situation has the chance 
to act as a ferry service between local, 
regional itpons and mejor, E 
tional ones.. Rs 

A further conşequence of the r NeW or- 
der is the elimination of rigid: bounda- 
ries between regular. services s and char- 
tor fHghtsRtMratsaysr e; ae ye. 
„1. Charter, operatprs..ı are ; : trying 4 
bféak.into the. huciative market of regU- 
lar servjces on, busy routes, Whereas 
flag,carriers want,to get a lookin at the 
rapidly growing tourist market." 

. Open skies polities like this killed off 
charter fligfits iri the United States. 

. Electranio, information systems: and, 
travel: :agents' marketing .arrange ments 
are a linchpin. of feet nElder. 
ations. IMU UE U oe 

‘They 'are just a a3. jmportant as modern 
fleets of aircraft or aulomatic tlcket m&-- 
chines: Accêss to eJecîronic inforırtation.- 
and reservation systems will berdecisive 
in dealing with, up to one mer differ. 


enbfare§.a daya; si i. < 


‘Europeans. ııwill., also : haye: 10. «learn . 


+ from thg: Americans how :to direct Such 


stopover, There is not likely to be much 
of a demand from the small Berlin mar- 
ket. Allied airlines already serve demand 
on the north-south routes with services 
out of Tegel. Pan American and Berlin 
Regional U.K. serve destinations within 
Germany as well as Zürich, Innsbruck 
and Copenhagen. 

Experts in the West see the establish- 
ment of a joint “air traffic junction" in 
Berlin as a “rational and coordinated diz 
vision of activities" between Tegel in 
West Berlin and Schönefeld, the East 
German airport just outside the city. 

But again, this does not seem to be 
very realistic. It is unlikely that passen- 
gers flying from Frankfurt fo Moscow 
would wan! to disembark in Tegel and 
make an onward flight from Schönefeld.. 

If there has to be a stopover in Berlin 
then Schönefeld is far more attractive for 
most airlines, From Schönefeld, not from 
Tegel, East Bloc airlines fly eastwards 
aud to the south at vety low prices, 

The Scandinavian. airline, SAS, and 
Austrian Airlines use Schönefeld on their 
north-south routes, 

It seems unlikely thut the East German 
government will express «any interest in 
the two Berlin airports working together 
since the East Germans are bound to’ 
make as a condition. of overîlying East 
German territory that Schûnefeld airport 
is served, not Tegel. . 

Transatlantic flights by American air- 
lines could fly nonstop to West Berlin 
rather than Frankfurt, This possibility is 
currently being considered and it does 
not require the approval of the Soviet 
Union or East Berlin. Passengers cuuld 
he transferred in Tegel to aircraft flying 
10 other (lestinations in the Fecleral Re- 


public, 
But many transatlantic passengirs are 
ul bound lor Federal Republic delin- 


allons. {t seems doubttul, (hert, that air- 
lines would exchange the triect and tested 
facilities of Frankfurt att porl fur Irunsit 
traffic lo Tegel. 

Stimulated by President Reagan's in- 
itiative there is evidence (o believe that 
there are a number of airlines interested 


in being “newcomers” in the profitable 
Berlin air corridor traffic, subsidised by 
Bonn. 

American Airlines, Trans-World Air- 
lines, Northweşt-Orient, Delta Air Lines 
and PanAm Express, a Pan American 
subsidiary, are eagerly pressing to move 
into the market. 

American Airlines;: Traas-World Air- 
lines, British Airways and Pan American, 
who have for years been involved in most. 
of the Berlin.air traffic business, plan 130 
extra flights, additional to the 230. al-. 
ready. operated .out. of Tegel. American 

"Aires apertmt TrtPRourly Hight. 
13 of them, to Frankfurt. ı. ..,... . 

‘Although it is accepted that. Allied air, 
traffic attachés will. only. approve ıabout: 
two-thirds of new flight applications, and. 
flight coordinators haye already rejected 
14..fights, begause German airports are 
overloaded, .total :traffic- through, the. air, 
corridors. will increase by ımore thani ŞO. 
per Cent, and to the most important des- 
tinationg .such :as ,Frapkfurt, , Hamburg 
and Munich, hy, 100,per cent, a 

A Pan .American .report on air traffic, 

shows that their aircraft are.curren(lyıfly- 
ing loaded, to. 60,4 per cént:of capacity. 
Thisi gives some indication Of. how , stiff. 
the competition will. be on taf through 
the gir corridars.,” aos 


‘More. . than : fivei. milli) xpaasengerst م‎ 


Çontinued oh pageil3: 
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Berlin’s ‘new 
air role” 
is doubtful 


Diession about making Berlin into 

an “air traffic junction” and ex- 
panding the city’s air traffic began when 
Lufthansa celebrated its 60th anniver- 
sary in Berlin in January 1986. 

` Mayor Eberhard Diepgen called for 
the development of new air routes from 
Scandinavia via West Berlin to southérn 
Europe in addition to Allied air traffic 
through the Berlin air corridors, ' 

This idea was givèn a bodst when Pre- 
sident Reagan, during his visit to Berlin 
for the city’s 750th aniversary cêlebr- 
ations, suggested that Berlin ’should be 
built up into a centre of aviation for 
Central Europe. 

The Allies, working together with the 
appropriate German authorities, have 
been considering ideas of making Berlin 
intn an “air traffic junction" as 4 result of 
the American President's suggestions. 

Berlin's air links to the West could be 
increased and a stêp made towards 
overcoming the city's division. But of 
prime importance .in all considerations 
of developmént along these lines must 
he the safeguarding of the Allies' basic 
rights in Berlin. 

This refers (o an agreement signed on 
3(0 November 194+5 by the Four Puwêrs 
as û result of the London Protocol. This 
guaranteed the Allied air corridors into 
Berlin.and the air space within a radius 
af 32 kilometres around the Allied iit 

safety centre based in the former Con- 
trol Council's huilding in the Schêne- 
berg district uf West Berlin. 

The Four Allies have fundamental 
rights in {he air corridors, which they 
jointly contrul, and in the 32-kilometre 
air space. These riglııs guaranteed the 
city's political survival Juring the Soviet 
Union's blockade of Berlin in 1948/ 
1949. 1 

Forty yeùrs after the Berlin Blockade 
the initiators of the “air traffic junction" 
idea now have to negotiate with the Sa- 
viet Union and East Germany for nol 
Allied, Western airlines to be able to (ly 
into West Berlin outside the air corri- 
dors. The German national airline Luft- 
lıansa could be one of these airlines, for 
instance. 

This woud mean that East Germany 
would have to agree to .overflying its ter- 
ritory, and the Soviet Union would have, 
to allow nonAllied, Western airlines to 
fly into the divided city, throygh the 32- 
kilometre zı zone. 

There is optimism about this in ‘the 
West. A traderin, could be ggsged ¬ the 
development of Berlin ‘into A. al traf 
fie junction" in return for the promişe to 
deliver the West's most . modern ‘civil 
aircraft, the Airbuş, ,.. 

` Furthermorg improved. relations. bg 
Iween the super-powers have political. 
advantages for the,idea of.an “air traffic 

junctign', .in Berlin. A E 

` Bût politicians. have .not, given much, 
consideration to whether, the. divided city. 
needs more air traffic. It.ls: debatable if 
nontAllied, Western... qgirlines, flying: 
Frankfurt-Moşscçow or Fraqkturt-Tokyo, 
woauld,, be very interested | king a 
stopover, in Berlin's Tegel;ai Port... 

ıı An airline, that, had a stopoyer or. 
Jong-haul: flighty. would be.at.a disadyan- 


tage with, its competitors. who made, the 
same’ stretch nonstop, if there were io 
significant, passenger demand,for.such 4 


too: 1 


j pe-çent stake; j 
per 2 the 
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Bird's-eye vlew of Hamburg's green and pleasant city centre and pleturesque 
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Alster lake. 


Last-ditch bid to avert closure 


gramme to be launched by the turn of thê.. 
century when they are throwti èd of 
work here and now? 

To do them any good the Rheinhausen 
works would need to be kept going, argu” 
ably by means of subsidies fron Bonn 
arıd Brussels, at least until an investment 
programme has succeeded in creating 
new jobs in the city. 

*On the quiet," as one Rheinhausen 
‘steelworker puts i1. “I am afraid talks will 
make no heudway at all in this direction, 
leaving us badly let down yet again, after 
the talks chaired by the Chincellor." 

That Jonves the steelworkers with nu 
altetnativé to" relying on thet owt 
strength and on lhe cflect of prolest 
moves, Since the protest began they have 
virtually determined whit was produced 
at the works. Their go-slow has meant û 
production shortfall of 90,000 tonnes. 

In response to ù mınagement plea the 
workers have just stepped up production 
and workecl the furnaces flat out again to 
prevent lasting damage o the production 
line andl .to ensıire the continued support of 
staff at (he Krupp rolling milfin Bochunı. 

Bochum relies on Rheinhaueg, steel, 
and Krupp workers (here have prathised 
Only to roll steel from Rheinhausen, bit 
the tacit warning has heen hit, Rheln- 
hauscn workers musl make suite sieel 
supplies continue tû kcep Bochuin il bu- 
siness and the Bochum steelworkers in 
work. . 

The protest campaign, is to continue, 
although Duisburg, steelworks have 
realised they must tone down their init 
extremism and not ovêrstep the M& of 
what other workers and the general PY 
lic.can be exppéted to tolerate. . 

They. fealise .intuitiqon is what the, 
need. They can't afford to allow. ther 
selves to be, classified û a§ bother boys. 

They are hoping for a hew waye of so” 
lidarity throughout the, Ruhr in çonneç, 
tioni with pit çlosure proposalş. 1 

Agreement has been reached in Bonn 
that about 20. 009 miner's jobs r rhyst f go: 
The boargl ot tha Ruhr Coal Çorparation, 


i shortly, due. to: anpougce how, many" 


men are:to, e made, ES whi 
pifs.: sa miners 4إ‎ be yp in 
lf theşe Frotests, are to, pq, yall. 
still a gleam of bopé, ably: 
siraw, in the East, ; 
„Iran holds .4 25. 
Krupp ,Stahl, AĞ „and ld ‘veto 
Rheinhausen  closl by struçting i 


there is, 


5 


re 
supervisory e members to rejeçt thé 
١ ...Hans-Ulrich Jörges . - 
iie uca MKS: 14Janiiary! 1988) 


plan, . 


.. Continued from page 7 . 


stand firm. They refuse to go anywhere 
near the negotiating table to discuss the 
management’s.redundancy proposals. 

They are determined to stand firm 
even ‘though many must have their 
doubts whether the protest will be ls 
tive in the long term. 

The Duisburg steelworkers are well 
aware that little if any action has followed 
the fine words of solidarily expressed by 
politicians who have paid Rheinhausen 
hricf visits to proclaim their support — as 
the cameras click and whir. : 

rin the.final analysis," ong, EE 
puts it, “they all say there can be guaran” 
tee that Rheinhausen will, continue’ t0 
make steel." 

North Rhine-Westphalian Economie 

Affairs Minister Reimut Jochimsen, a So- 
cial Democrat, has even said that in 
principle he feels cooperation belweeen 
Krupp, Mannesmann and Thyssen makes 
sound sense. 
. Land government ‘officials in Düssel- 
dorf are beginning to feel the Rheinhaus-. 
en works may have to be closed sooner 
or later. So the best bet must be to negoti- 
ate a gradual closure scheme with gener 
ous redundancy provisions and to launch 
a Federal and state government job crea- 
tion scheme for hard-pressed coal and 
steel regions such as the Ruhr. 

Even the fiery speeches made by trade 
union leaders who have converged..on 
Rheinhausen have encountered sceptic- 
ism, with steelworkers suspecting the Un- 
ion leaders of being out of touch with the 
shopfloor and maybe knowing more than 
they are prepared to admit in public; 

This feeling.'is unmistakeable at, the 
Erlûserkirche-.when an interview ı with 
Ernst Breit, general secretary of the 
DGB, : Garmany's Diüsseldorf+based' 
trades union ‘confederation, is. screened 
on the protest channel. .' i1. 

Asked whether the DGB is prepared 
to back the cable TV. scheme, Herr Breit 
studiously avoids committing ' himself, 
vaguely commenting: “That ‘depends. 
There are jeers from the audience in the. 
church hall... ı - 1 

The next deadline for the: Rhelnhausen: 
steelwarkers seems likely to be 24 Febru- 
ary, when talks are to be held jn Bonn, 


with Chancellor Kohl'in Lhe ohiair,on an. 
aid programme for n coal and eels re- 


gious, : 

. Duisburg doubts whether: the: outcome 
of the conference will help Rheinhauson. 
What. do Krupp steelworkers ‘stand to 
gain from talks about‘ aı-.ovèrall pro- 
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Hamburg, city of millionaires 
ا‎ NE megadebts 


the north and create considerable ex- 
penditure. 

The unfavourable consequences on 
stale finances are obvious, This is made 
worse by the improper division of ax 
revemıtes and subsidies. 

Bonn government tax decisions have 
opened up a further gap in thê city's 
1988 budget lo the tune of DM4 70m. 

f, economic growth threatens to fall 
to zero this Will affect constantly in- 
creasing social benefits finances. Fin- 
ancing long-term unemployment holds 
out the possibilities of ipcalculabİê risks 
for Hamburg's budget. 

The Hanıburg Senate is wê1 aware of 
the couses of lhe city’s financial plight, 
but to alter them in the short term seems 
impossible, 

Equally, further petitions to the Con- 
stitutionul Courl to re-examine the new 
rulings concerning financial . adjust 
ments between the states and central 
government do not, seem to hald out 
many hopes of easing Hamburg's finan- 
cial burden. 

Hamburg's circumstances will remain 
grim for a number of years. The wrongly 
directed flow of finances, involving 
Hanıburg and Bremer, is not only an e€X- 
pression of out-dated legislation, ad- 
jJustment meclıanisms that are inflexible 
anc a conflict of interests between the 
stalcs. 

.. It also reflects the prevailing political 
majority in the Federal Republic. There 
is no immediûte change uf thal in sight. 

In the.meantime Hamburg politiciatis 
have no idea what to do about the 
DM800m gap in the 1988 budget. It is 
no comfort to them to know that their 

colleagues in Bremen, Kiel, Hanover, 
Düsseldorf and Saarbrücken are in thie 
same boat. ‘ 


Stringent economies. 


In all the poor states treasurers are 
currently trying out the tortures of strin- 
gent economies, They hope to bring 
some reason to their high-spending, col- 
leagues in government. 

The Hamburg Sénate has especially 

sef up a committee, made up of three 
senators and four city-state councillors, 
who currenlly are conferring behind 
closed doors. 
. In February the members of this com- 
mittec will go into seclusion lo cope 
with the difficult and painful business of 
finance and budget planning, 

` Perhaps they will go to work in better 
spirits ater lhe poor example shown in 
financial management hy central gov- 
ernment. 

The Hantburg constitution states tfiat 
public borrowing must not exceed in- 
veslment volume. This is equally applic- 
able lo central government and the 
states. Excueding this margin iş the way 
lo the bankruptcy courl. ' 

Bit as the central government is nol 
too strict on this point, who Îs going to 
point an accusing finger at Federal state 
level? 

‘There cun he no ruling out the pos- 
sibility of, u "Grand Coalition” of big 


debtors, . Hermann Denecke : 
silehê Allgemeines Sonntugsblait, 
' Hamburg, |! 7January 1988) 


e still enjoys the reputation 
of being rich, bul the city is in fact 
up to its neck in trouble. 

Ilamburg is regarded us the proid 
“*heauly of the North," tlie havent for jet“ 
setters, the city with the highest salaries 
and the most millionaires, cosmopolitan 
und affluent, That is one private view. 

The other, Hanıburg's public aspect, 
is that the city las debts running ito 
UDMtšhn arl is close to bankruptcy. 
fhe city has had to cconomise, put, û 
slop to recruiting personnel and has 
been olligecl to sell off assets. 

“The richest city in the Federal Re- 
public is in fact poor. Civic nccounlunts 
aru realising the full horror of the situa- 
tion in current finance planning. To hal- 
ance the 1988 accounts DM80O0m is 
needed and the financlal and economic 
situation is likely to remain grim over 
the next few years. 

The Hamburg authoritics have nol 
fritered Ihe moncy away foolislıly, The 
financial erisis is nat e result of gross 
economic nisınanngvmenl. 

It is possible ıo question forcefully 
public expenditure policies, and that is 
being donc in the cily because of the 
shortage of funds. 

Generally speaking. however, thé 
Hamburg authorities have been more 
economic than other municipal author- 
ities that have been much more lavish in 
nıally ways in public spending. 

Over many ycars tlie facts of the city's 
structure and tendencies generally have 
exhausted Hamburg, and central gov- 
ernment decisions have now dramali- 
cally increased the crisis. 

A few points that could be cited are: 
® The false basis of assessment for the 
reullocation of taxes to the states from 
tax revenucs collected by central goY- 
ernment. Î has taken several years for 
politicians in the north to realise the ex- 
plusive nature of the assessment system 
und deal with i. 

At first the Federal Constitutional 
Court ruled that these regulations were, 
to A large degree, unconstitutional. This 
opened up the way for the dispute to be 
setlled hy new regulations, 

The regulations are undoubtedly 
proper but not fair. They pûl the city- 
states of Hamburg and Bremen at a dis; 
advantage. 
® The function of a large city, ‘sepurat- 
ed frum its surrounding countryside bj 
state borders, is another factor that also 
uffects Hamburg. 

Every day, for instance, more than 
1BUAMÛ commuters come to Hamburg 
to work from Schleswig-Flolstein and 
Lower Saxony. They earn their pay in 
Hamburg ind (he vity-sle fas lo bear 
infraslruclure cuxts. 

But they pay their taxes to tax offices 
in Schleswig-llolstein und Lower Six- 
ony aMOUNHÎRH to Ht leust DM 700m un- 
nunlly. 

e There is then the economic diflur- 
ence, su uflen quoted, between the 
parth and the south of the Federal Re- 
public. It is just {hose branches of indus- 
try thal ure in crisis, such ûs coal aid 
steel, sliphuilting and shipping (and, of 
course, agriculture) that are locuted in 


Vergesst Sneider, screened at the 
(Photo: Max OphÜls Festival) 


world and expresses ideas melaphorical- 

ly without saying anything straight out, 
The paradox becomes an upen space ا‎ 

in which five people are cnclnsud, i ! 

of existential situation in which a 

human cxantple clearly dCmergeês, 

The Film brings to mind a Jrama hy 
Sartre. The production fies between 
choreography and camera work that hal- 
ance each other ûout, prnducinğa lensiun 
and giving the film a langlnge afl its own. 

It was sûd to note that the symbol uf 
youthful casuilness, ihe car in the ruil 
movie, bas been taken over by a buth-tulb 
thi appears in ilmost cvery film. 

The Max Ophiils Prize, which includes 
& cheque for DM25,000, was given tw the 
young Swiss liretor Chriuph Schaub 
for his Wendl There were low whe 
wuld have nuninlaincd thit the film sliul 
nul cleserve the awar. 

The jury tive the swirl 10 i Film-mak- 
vr whe did not let himself be ¢ 
the immutable laws of cinemit. 
ended hy taking û cleitr stand. 

Utrich Miiller-scholl 


\(Hannuversehe Mlgemeıng. 2% Jinikary 13™%) 


si 


dal hı 
o the jury 


It is an impressive condemnation ot’ 
ihe South African apartheid regime, Al- 
tenburough. whuse film Gundî wus un 
international super-success, 1ells in this 
film the story of the While journalist Do- 
nald Woods and his friend Steve Biko, a 
popular Black leader who was tortured 
to death by the South African police in 
1975. 


Cy for Freedom should be the mast 
important political film at this year's fes- 
tival. The British Skwnragazine said of il: 
“If a film can change the world then this 
one can." 

, Federal Republic directors have only 
small offerings. Made 'in Gennany is the 
title of a film from the Westallgãuer Film- 
, Produktion, which made Daheinr sterben 
, die Leute. The production team is hoping 
that the film will surprise everyone. 

This film deals with the cinema and 

, peltieş in, Germany in fhe post-war pe- 
riod. 


 Diregtor Rudolf Thomé (Taro) will 
present his Mikraskop in Berlin, and the. 


Praunheim, after his Aids film, has now 
1 compjeted Anita, the portrait of a 
Reinhard Hauff, who won a Bear for 
his Stammhetm, will open the festival 
with his Line 1, a film version of a popu- 
lar youth play of the same name from lhe 
Berlin Grips-Thenter. EE 
Then, not to be forgotten, there is thé 
“Forum des Jungen Films." This year the 
accent will be on Asian films. 
. India alone has sent ten-fcaitureٌlength 
and dacumentary films to this section of 


the festival, .. Diater Osswald : 
` ` {Allgemeine Zeitung, Mainz, 20 January 1988) 


' pêrennlat enfant terrible Rosa von 


"dancêri.'. . 
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A ` scene from a tz Splelmann's 
SaarbrUcken festlval. 


Treibhauıs is about ı member of the Bun- 
destag in the 1950s, Peter Goedel direct- 
ed the film version, which was researched 
in such detail that the action is very real- 
istic and true to periocl. Rüdiger Vogler's 
rewurking of Ihe Koeppen text remained 
very cinse to the original. 

Wolfgang Becker's Sehmerrerlinge, 
baked on a story by lan McEwan, wenl to 
the other extreme, disregarded tlc action 
and concentrated an the utmosphere of 
the tale, 

But ihe most ‘cxciling contributions 
came from Austria, Peter Illy Huemer 
lives in New York, He concentrated tın 
frames of melropulitan life that hive 
sumvthing to do, in û restrained way. with 
the inıaxication with cour of American 
films. Filtered by intelligence and in a 
very European minner hv draws û bend 
un the anxieties of big city crine. 

The final Film hy the 2h-year-uald Gorz 
Spielmann wir very cncuuraginu Fhe hits 
graduted Irom Vienna's tlm academy. 

His film, Vergesçr Sneicler, is a drama set 
it Lhe end of time that confidently leaps 
over the routines of the familiar film 


Americans rule 
the roost this 
year in Berlin 


and Nancy and Straight 1o Hell, disasters 
of the worst kind, arouse fears that Cox, 
self-proclaimed cult director, is throwing 
the theme away. 

Allen Francorisch's much-praised The 
Houses are full of Smoke, on the. other 
hand, is serious, It is a vivid documentary 
about the centuries-old American in- 
volvement in Central American politics. , 

American light entertainment , films 
will also be screened in Berlin: The latest 
Prince musical will be there, the Chuck 
Berry biography Hail! Haill Rack f Roll. 


and thie comedy Moorisrruck, in which ã 


newly-wed wife'-(played by Cher) dis- ° 


covers immediately after .she hag saicl yes `: 
that. she really loves ‘her grumpy hus 
band's brother, i : trt sr mt i 
. The! highlight, of the Hollywood films 
at the, Festiva will be Stêven (of ET. 
fame) ‘Spielberg's Enpire’ of the Sun,’ 
based on the bestseller by J. G, Ballard, 
telling the story of a young English boy in 
a Japanese prison camp in Shanghai. 
:American film critics recently gave 
Spielberg the D, W. Griffith Award for 
this film and named him the best director 
for 1987. 

His Empire of the Stun, however, is not 
Without competition in Berlin, The offielal’ 
British contribution, Cry for Freedom, dix 
rected by Sir Richard Attenborough, is a 
Hot'favourite for the Golden Bear. 
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Serious note at Saarbrücken 
first film festival 


For films with such far-reaching ambi- 
tions the standard colour is blue — only 
this and the psychological impetus it has 
separates the film from a crime series for 
TV. 

Why the jury gave the' 44-year-old di- 
rector a JoUng direclor support prize has 
remained a secret. 

Nina Grosse was given the Bavarian 
Film Prize for her Gfttserner Himmel (over 
Paris}. This raises the question whether 
behind the 35 nım façade ‘and in: the 
charming lighting the need for action. in 
the film was overlooked — or whether Ba- 
varia is rewarding neat film nıanagement. 

In cost terms these two films can only 
be compared with East German produc 
tions, wliich have for years had a special 
position in the Saarbrücken Festival, 

The Defa studios in Potsdam produce 
15 filnıs a year by directors who arc ûn 
the payroll. These directors are not be- 
ginners in any sense, not even when they 
turn up iat Saarbrücken for the first time 
as did Michael Kann. 

His film spectacular, Srielke, Heinz, 
fiinfcehn, is about a young Nazi squad 
leader whose non-Aryan urigins are one 
day disclosed, It has astonished and dx- 
cited East German audiences with its in- 
volvement and objective representation, 

Peter Kahane's superficial, harmless 
comedy about puburty, Furspiel, is hull oi 
nastiness (hat is probably better uncler- 
stood in Eası Germany than il is here. 
This is a bind st Firmen cmpruiniu, 
vuverl gltsnost. 

The interest in (wo films that were 
hase o boks went in dilferent direc- 
tions. Wolfgang Kueppen's hook Das 


he Bertin Film Festival, scheduled to 

take place between 12 and 23 Felb- 
rary, was last year dominated by glasnusı 
and the Soviet film, 

This year, the 36th Festival, the Amer- 
icans rule the roost as never before. 

The Jist of prominent Americans who 
will be turning up in Berlin for the festiv- 
al extends from Woody Allen, until now 
always faithful to Cannes, to Steven 
Şpielberg, from Michael Douglas to Wil- 
liam Hurt, from Prince to Chuck Berry. 

Woody Allen will present his latest 
comedy September, although 1 under- 
stand it will not be competing for the 
Berlin awards, with Mia Farrow and Di- 
ane Wiest in the leading roles. : 

This year director Oliver Stone is not 
coming to Berlin. He was very harassed 
last year by the whistling and sharp critic- 
ism given his Vietnam saga Platoon that 


won.the Qoldon.BeRr.n eazy 


` ` But he is sending'his latest film to Ber- 
lin; Wall Street. He‘has been available foı 
interviews in Hamburg. e 
The main roles in thiis melodrama 

about stock market sharks 'are played by 
Milchael:Douglas and Charilè Sheen, .'ı 

' Film-goers ‘are looking forward: exci 
tedly to James Brooks' The Medinı Bisi- 
ness, which shows clearly ıthat the Time 
for Tenderness is now past. His latest is a 
thriller dealing with media nianipulatioh, 
William Hirt. (of Children of a Lêsser 
"Godtame) plays the lead... :’ 

ı- Alex Cox's film ‘Walker deals with NI- 
carağua: If İş about anı America adventur- 
er who,’ alded by American Big Businesd, 
gets himself élected ‘president of Nicara 
‘gua in 1850. t-. 8 
The film has been desérlbed:' aš''a 

“black comedy." His previous works,’ Sid 


وا ا 


The Max Ophûls Film Prize, sponsored by 
his native SaarbrÛicken, has bcen awarded 
this year to Swiss director Christoph 
Sehaub for his film ‘Wendel.’ The prize, 
worth DM25,000, is given to up-and- 
conting young directors in the German- 
speaking world. 'Wendel' is the story of 
two men who lived together for a long time 
And then met again after a break of [our 
years. A speclal prize went to the German 
crime fllm ‘Jiger auf Engel’ by Paris Kos- 
midis, and the award for the best docu- 
mentary to ‘Nabull -— cin Clan sucht scine 
Vergangcnhclt’ by Ellen Umlauf. Twenty- 
six films were centercd this year. 


Tre focal point .of this year's Saar- 

brücken Film Festival, the ninth, was 
the presentation of the Max Ophiûls Prize 
for the best film made by a young direc- 
tor iq the Gernıan-speaking world. 

This festival, however, is not just for 
cinéastes and members of the industry 
but for the public in general, . 

The splendid Saarbrücken public has 
become more polite, hardly anyone 
asked difficult questions, hardly anyone 
left a film {but the films are no longer the 
kind to clrive people fron cinemas). 

In Cannes and Berlin cverything is on 
a larger scale. [n Saarbrücken, even in the 
Festival's ninth year, the director is nul 
Above taking the entrance tickets und 
handing out lale-nighl snacks personally. 

. But the films were NM ¢usy: Mere wi 
vuthing Irivoluus hete. 

A plaster bust of the patron of the fes- 
livial. Mas Ophüls, director of suggestive 
comedies, had disappeared from Ils usual 
position in a corner of the festival caf. 

This imbecilly was caused hy rtlro- 
spectives uf Walter Bockmayer and Rolf 
Bührmûnn, imported from Cologne. 
Otherwise gravity previuiled. 

The lestival was unce dominated by 
silly films, experimental films, turgid 
films and politically militant films. This 
year the material was sensitive, nbjeclive 
and boring. 

There were films about conditions in a 
women's prison (Komplizinnen by Mar- 
gil Czenki), about the conflicts between 
Turkish and German moral standards 
(Aufbriiche by Eckart Lottmann), about 
the banality prevailing in film studios 
(Blinde Leidenschaft by Sven Severin), 
even :about the problems. of Blacks in 
Tanzania {Safari by Wilhelm Pevny).. 

.„ Jan Schütte's film about a Pakistani ex- 
ile who sells roses from: bar ‘to bar, 
Drachenfutter, was.‘ outstanding among 
the films shown, It has already been ho- 
noured in Venice, RT 
' Schiüitte is a.powerful story-teller whos 
fîlm techniques are never ‘superficial. In 
the hard contrasts of his black-and-white 
frames he creates delicate nuances. 
'"' Paris Kosmidis; in his Jdger der Engel, 
shows a police ‘superintendent who ‘has 
homosexual tendencies. The object: of his 
passion isa little ‘devil of a male prosti- 
tute, EE 
How’ extensive. the resources ‘were in 
quality ‘and quantity (with money from , 
:fllm prométion’‘funds, West German Ré” 
‘dio and a'distributor) and the prodücers 
‘'ablé to-sign up excellent big-name g4ctorsl 
.„_ Michael König plays the police super- 
intendent with.Peter Roggisch and'Anne- 
lise Römer, and following the example of 
the French cinema İn such glossy’ films 
there ig a big-narhe ğuest star, in this case 
Peter Kern. .. . qunc 
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The stage and 
how to make 
a career ofit 


EW year thousands of young peo- 
ple struggle to get on the stage. 
They long for the glamour and the glit- 
ter of the footlights, to be famous like 
Uschi Glas. Acting has always been a 
dreanı profession. 

But there are only 180 places avail- 
able in state-run drama schools. The 
private sector tries lo fill the gap. But 
caution is needed here. 

„, Konrad Kuhnt antl Gerd MeiBner 
warn in their book, A//es Theater, that 
anyone who wants lo be a drama teach- 
er can nail a “Drama School" notice 
over the door even though he or she has 
only got qualifications by performing on 
a raised platform in an automobile 
workshop. 

The authors go on to point out that 
the “drama diploma" so many wave 
about is not worth us much as a second- 
hand car certificate of roadworthiness. 

The book, published in the rororo 
series of Panther Books by the yoüfg 
Berlin authors, is a serious handbook 
for all who want to break into theatre 
and drama groups in schools. 

Alles Theuter, subtiled Schauspieler 
werden — aber wie ? (How to become an 
actor), is full of helpful information but 
itis just a litle dry. 

The facts are concentralcd mainly in 
the appendix. In this respect the bok is 
unique, for these fncts, presented on 70 
pages, are outlined cleitrly unl conpre- 
hensively. 

There are 38 pugvs giving Informa 
tlon about state-run and serious private 
drama schools in the Federal Republic. 
Switzerland and Austria, information 
such as adldresses, ilmission require” 
ments, costs, curricula. 

It is a reference huok of inestimable 
value for all who are seriously consider“ 
ing the stage As U ciurecr. 

Between tlhe wurnings of ihe fore 
word antl the extensive bibliography at 
the end there are 200 pages of reports, 
interviews and reports on personal ex 
perience of life behind the glitter of the 
foutlights. In this section actors hd ac 
tresses speak of (heir work and are sur” 
prisingly open about the “lethal compe” 
tition" for goocl pirls. 

There are tips from actors, AClCSSeS 
and theatre manayers (Martin Benrath, 
Bernhard Minetti, Hellmuth Matiasek. 
Peter Lackner ancl Peter Simhandll, 10 
name a few) either wrilten by these peo” 
ple themselves or written up from ing 
views. 

There are portraits of hose wilo have 
“made it," such as Ulrich Tukur or Jee 
nine ' Burch, and reports from YOUNg 
performers who have been through the 
tortures of entrancu examinations. 

‘Theé book includcs reports ftom dra” 
ma schools and fringe theatres, reporls 
about going on tour, heretical con’ 
ments on theatre idols and the speciel 
position of women in the theatre. 

‘There is also §omê history, reports of 
independent theatre ‘groups, a ' digre, 
sion on’ theatrical’ agents and lots of 
droll theatfe stories; 0 ™ : 

"It does a lot to put right false ideas 
but does not detract from the fascina” 
tlon of thestage. EC 

The ‘publishers almost too modestly 


describe théir intentions ‘as: The book r 
can reawaken dr.ams that have Jong | 
ımour, glitter and 


been dismissed: 
footlights, 


H 


. Klaus Farin. ; 
(Der Tagesapleg:. Borlin, 17 January 1988) 


a: 


(Photo: Michael Fehlauer) 


The audience went along with this, in- 
terested and involved. People saw their 
own family situations repeated. One 18- 
year-old believed that he could recog- 
nise his sister in Maria. 

This effect came out in a dress re- 
hearsal to which the Werkstatt-Theater 
had invited boys and girls from a class 
iw a Montessori school. 

Diet Scholz from the Werkstatt- 
Theater said: “We obviously put our 
hends into a hornets’ nest." 

The actresses and actor wanted to 
know from the dress rehearsal whether 
the problems presented on stage came 
through to the audience. 

But the schoolboys and girls wanted 
to know how theatre developed, how 
actors workecl nut dramatic problems, 

The production of Ileifhunger is in 
line with a tradition upheld for the past 
10 yenrs hy the Werkstatt-Theater, 
dramatising social problems regarded 
as discomforting and taboo... '.: . 

The company has dealt with cancer, 
unemployed young people have dis- 
cussed their problems on the stage and a 
group of young Turks got together, 
wrote a play and performed it there, It 
was also shown on television. 

The actors do not look for ready- 
made answers. They are nmiore Ccon- 
cerned that problems are aired İn pub- 
lic, discussed and a search made for 
solution to them. 

‘They listen to the comments their au- 
diences make that tell them what is true 
and what is false. . 

They invite people to dress rehearsals 
for this reason. Justified criticisms have 
resulted in changes in dialogue and 
scenes, 

For the play dealing with cancer they 
spoke to cancer patients, doctors and 
psychologists. 

Unemployed young people presented 
their problems on stage. For Heifhun- 
ger the actors consulted a psychother- 
apy team and a self-help group. 

A video of the play is the centte’of a 
degree thesis which two girl students 
from the social’ affairs department of 
Cologne Polytechnic are writing. 

Monika Kãller-Vielhaber, media edu- 
cationalist, is guiding the two students 


in thelr studies, She said: “I prefer to vi: 
sualise a problem so as to make it more: 


comprehensible." 
The two students are also members of 


a self-help group that deals with anorec-. 


tics at a women’s centre in Cologne. 
One anorectic who saw the play was 


fascinated by it: She said that it present’ 


ed the problems of anorectic and those 
around them very realistically: ' : 


The German Anti-Addietion Centrê: 


has also dealt in detail with anorexia be- 
Continued on page 14 


Heroine Marla ‘plgging it out" In Hel/fhunger, Yvonne Racine's Cologne play 
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about anorexia. 


fashion, enıphasised in advertising and 
ıhe media. 

Only slim women are beautiful, are 
successful, Young girls and women get 
the feeling that only if they are slim will 
life begin for them. 

Heifhunger was written by the entire 
company, four actresses and an actor, 
The piece was developed scene by 
scene. Each of the players brought her 
or his own idens to it, making the play 
versatile, varied and realistic. 

These qualiies are eviclenl, for exam- 
ple, when Marla sits in the white bed on 
siîge and fishes around under the pil- 
lows [or a bottle of pickled gherkins and 
jellybabies. She sucks away enjoying the 
jellybabies, writing up the number af 
calories in itn exercise book, 

After having eaten the gherkins and 
the jellybabies she jumps on the scales 
that ure under the bed, nf erıurse. 

On stage this action is hectic and fur= 
tive, As soon as anyone appears on stage 
the scales and the exercise book of her 
calorie count, evidence of her illness, dis- 
appear under the pillows, under the bed. 

Another lypical scene is when Maria 
refuses to eat with her mother and sister 
al û decoratively laid-out table, She says 
she is already full. 

But in the night she creeps down to 
the fridge and devours everything in- 
side. 

After stuffing herself she is sick, She 
wants to be û nothing. She says: “I want 
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to get away from here. [ll take a bike 
and ride to the lights, the lights will get 
me, then everything will be over." 

Pepsî is the opposite to Maria, the an- 
orectic. She is full of life, lively and sexy. 
,While Maria conceals her longings, sup- 
presses them, Pepsi lets the world know 
that “I don’t deny myself anything, 1 wil! 
have, have everything, everything just 
for me, everything here and now,” 

But chubby, enotional Pepsi shocks 
Maria's friend Philipp just as much as 
introverted, nnurcctic Maria shocks 
him. : 

Heifhunger shows that anorexia is a 
family complex, Maria is a model 
«laughter, She fulfills all expectations of 
her until her breakdown. 

Pepsl also cannol pretend to have no 
problems all the time. She cannot get a 
bite down her in view of Maria's rave- 
nous appetile, : 

Only when the mother admits he 
hopelessness in this hopeless situation 
does Pepsi again make contact with Mar- 
in. The sisters find one another again. 


WE DRAMA 


Heiphunger — 
a real life 
problem play 


he story of the play Heifhunger (li- 

twrally: Voracious Appetite), put on 
at the Werkstait-Theater in Cologne, 
can be quickly tok. 

Maria cunnot connect with other peo- 
ple, she fecls under pressure froin socie- 
ly and society's clichés (only wumen 
who are slim are heautiful). She does 
tue with her own body. 2 

She suffers from anorexia. Neither 
her [friend Philipp nor her sister Pepsi 
ner her mother Anne understand that 
she is anorectic, They each live out rales 
imposed upon them. 

Pepsi, full of life, relaxed, sexy and 
withott problems, plays lhe part of the 
family clown, 

‘Ihe mother Anne is there in tlic esh 
hut she is thinking bout the offer site 
hus hud to stanel in for u doctor. She 
wonders if she can do the job, 

Maria's father only occasionally in= 
rules into the on-stage action by telc- 
phone. He just wants lo know if bad 
fuvod is the reason fur refusing to cat. 

Al the protagonists in this play are 
lonely prisoners in their own world of 
though. The action relentlessly moves 
towards catastrophe. 

Mariu gets thinner and thinner, It 
scenis a matter of urgency that she 
shouldl he put in hospital. 

Mariu's refusal t0 eat is the central 
1heme of this play, which lasts for two 
hours hut is nat boring for a second. The 
action shows iu considerable detail with a 
suophisticiuted psychological background 
how an anorectic messes up a family, 

Anne says to her daughter: “You hav- 
en't hal a period for the past six months, 
Mariu. Yuur hair is falling out. You are 
dying. Maria, the doctor said so." 

She has been diagnosed as suffering 
fram anorexia. 

Anurexia. the want of appetite, is an 
illness that afflicts young girls in puber- 
ly and young women. SYmploms include 
a refusal to eal, then n voracious appe- 
tite, expressed by wanting to bolt down 
foud and then vomit it up. 

Pcople suffering from anorexia lose 
weight until they are but skeletons. 
Their lives are al risk. This is the case 
with 19-year-old Maria. She has a vora” 
cious appetite for love, she longs to be 
taken notice of and have securily in the 
family. 

She has suppressed these longings for 
ycars and she has done what her rel- 
ation< and the consumer society have de- 
manded of her: she functions efficiently, 
she is vffeclive and adjusted to the world 
around her. She does this until she can- 
not physically do il any longer. 

This play’s ıheme is how Maria is 
pushed into unorexia, und how she 
compensites fur her "vuraciuus appe- 
tite" in love. 

Hciffutnger i» based on personal ex- 
perience, Director Yvonne Racine, who 
plays Maria, suffered from anorexia 
when she was IG, but overcame il with 
the help of therapy. 

Everywhere she weil she came ac- 
rass lhe themes of food, being slim and 
cilories. “Many women can only talk 
about one thing: slinuning," she said, 

For a long time anorexin has been an 
international social phenumcnon, For 
centuries women have been suborditat’ 
ed to sumelhing: Now it's the clictates of 
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with drugs. Professor Karl Friedrich 
Sewing, a pharmacologist from Han- 
over, said the elderly should be cautious 
of using drugs at all. The danger of. side- 
effects increases with age. 

Sometimes this connection is discon- 
certing. For example the connection be- 
1weeh fractures of the thigh and seda- 
tives and tranquillisers. | 

When clderly people take such medi- ا‎ 
cine they can easily become groggy. Ol- 1 
der bodies do not process many drugs ا‎ 
the way young people do, So drugs can 
cause powerful and persistent reactions, 

Sewing says doctors should really 
consider whether a drug is really neces- 
sary. There was agreement at the con- 1 
ference that elderly people need careful أ‎ 
dingnosis, 1 

Sleepiness and bewilderment do nol | 
have to be inevitable signs of old age. 1 
Professor Franz Horster from Dilissel- ا‎ 
dorf said the cause could be caused by 
drugs just as much as having a physical ! 
source, such ns a treatahle hypofunction 
of the thyroid gland. 

Professor Ulrich Kanzow fron Bonn 
said it was often better to tell patients 
that it would be better if they took no 
medicine at all. He said many medicines 
were just placebos, He would appear to 
be saying that we perhaps expect too 
much from medicine and nnt enough 
from ourselves. 


Rosemarie Stein 
{Frunkfutur Allgemuinv Zeitung 
für Deutsehinnd, 23 January VAR, 


Continued from page 9 


pussed through Berlin lası year. For a 
short time passengers will benefit frem 
this competition with lower fires and in 
proved inflight service. 

Buı Pan American and British Airways 
representatives have alrcady nuıde clear 
that if the competition on the main routes 
should get too still and a price war ensue 
they would be ubliged to cut all Berlin 
routes that were not profitable, 

The outlook would also not be so 
bright for small airlines such as Tempel- 
hof Airways and Berlin Regional U.K. 
that serve Augsburg, Dortmund, Pader- 
born and ather cities with turboprop air- 
craft from Tempelhof. 

In the end the financially strong would 
not only be operating the main routes and 
they could soon again determine prices 
and which routes were to be operated, 

Even if an agreement were reached 
with East Germany and the Soviet Union 
it would be unwise to expect any increase 
İn Berlin air traffic. Everything then 
would be as it was before at Tegel Air- 
port. 

Ralf Georg Reuth 

(Frankfurter Allgemelne Zeitung 
für Deutschland, 19 January 1988) 
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E HEALTH 


You can’t keep old age at bay but 
ill-health isn’t inevitable 


much benefit to the aged, Baenkler said, 
“that the immunity systems of the old da 
not weaken much. Therefore stimulants 
are of precious little value regardless 
wiıether thymus or phytotherapeutic 
treatment is prescribed." 

The blame for a disposition towards 
infection in old age can be attributed to 
the diminished reserves of certain or- 
gans such as the lungs, Training of tle 
organ could increase immunity. 

The immunologist said: “Under the old 
monarchy people used to shout hurrah. 
Today we should be blowing soap bub- 
bles." The rest of the joke was drowned 
out by the laughter in the auditorium. 

The appeal! to be active and to guide 
their own behaviour, cropped up in ev- 
ery lecture at the forum. Chronic bron- 
chitis, lung carcér and pulmonary em- 
physenma are respiratory diseases which 
are endemic among old pcople. Profes- 
sor Helgo Magnussen, a Hamburg lung 
specialist, says the main cause is smok- 
ing. Which means that all one needs in 
will power to avoid these disease. 

Circulatory diseases like smoker's leg 
can be alleviated also by giving up 
smoking and also by taking up cxercise. 

Prufessor Rudolf Schütz, ù vuscular 
specialist from Liibeck, said that despite 
advances in surgery, which can now pre- 
vent ampulalions of limbs, only ont per- 
son in five is operated on, The resi ben- 
efit more from muscle training through 
running than from any form uf vurkury 
ur medicine. 

Schûtz rejects medicines which dilate 
bluud vessels. They Jo not increase cir- 
culation as well as exercise does, and 
they risk reducing the supply of blood 
to the affected areas, 

Self-help is also thought highly of in 
the treatment of high blood pressure, 
Professor Karl Dietrich Bock from Es- 
sen recommends sick people to eat less 
salt and to lose weight. Only if this treat- 
ment is ineffective should medicine be 
given. “The older a patient is, the more 
the undesirable effects of medicines 
have to weighed up against the uncer- 
tain value of the therapy," he said. 

Some people react badly to inhibitory 
medicines. ACE inhibitors cause a perm- 
anent dry cough in every tenth patient, 
Many other drugs cause depression. 

Since, at an advanced age, doctors 
could not prove that blood pressure 
treatment was beneficial, Bock recom- 
mended sparing the over-80s tfeatment 
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the species, Nature creates life out of 
this reservoir of variations, which can 
adapt to the selection pressures of an 
ever-changing environment. Schriefers 
quoted a fragment by Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe on nature: “Death is na- 
ture's masterly way of having lots of 
life.” 

From the perspective of science, Age” 
ing begins at the prenatal stage and ac- 
companies us to the grave. lt is not a 
characteristic confined just to the elderly. 

Doctors at the conference criticised 
the view that old people were human 
wrecks. They said that old age was by no 
means outright deterioration. Elderly 
people have shown that, if they lead ac- 
tive Hives, they are capable of develop- 
ing abilities, 

Great intellectual works produced in 
the prime of life by writers, such as The- 
odor Fontane, show that intellectual 
performance can be enhanced, even al 
an advanced age. 

According to the findings of cduca- 
tional research, this docs not upply 10 
the so-called fluid intelligence — the 
ability to process information frum mo- 
ment lo moment ~ rather the crystal- 
lised intelligence, which iç based on ed- 
ucaliun and experince ul life. 

It's often the case that old people 
have an accurate long-term memory 
whercus their short-term one leaves 
much to be desired. 

We find a parallel to this in the body's 
defence system. According to Professor 
Hanns-Wolf Baenkler from Erlangen, the 
immunity system of the elderly is striking- 
ly stable because it has retained its “mem” 
ory” of earlier sensitisation to diseases. 

These findings have practical conse” 
quences for health care. If means that 
old people are only guarded against ill- 
ness if they have produced antibodies irı 
their youth. In this day and age antibod- 
ies are created by innoculation, 

According to Baenkler, the transfer- 
ral of immunity cells from young ani 
mals to older ones has a certain effect 
and even with people, protection 
against infections through stimulants, 
seems to be attainable. 2 

But this does mean that it would be of 
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he debilitating diseases of old age 

can be treated better now thanks to 
modern physiotherapy and nutrition, a 
medical conference has been told. This 
is' good news for a society which is 
growing older all the time. 
. We live today twice as long as people 
in the last century. But the greying of so- 
ciety has coincided with a cult of youth 
which has stigmatised old age. Everyone 
wants to grow up but nobody wants to 
be old. There are many remedies for age 
on the market exploiting the public's 
craving for eternal youth. 

The doctors and scientists met at a 
one-day interdisciplinary forum of the 
German Federal Chamber of Medicine 
in Cologne. They discussed new diag- 
nostic and therapeutic medical develop- 
ments for the elderly. 

Thé forum heard that society is still 
clinging to the naive superstition that 
medicine will one day have a cure for 
old age and maybe even death. 

Professor Herbert Schriefers, a biolo- 
gist from Essen, said growing old and 
dying were “biologically inevitable," 
Mankind's life expectancy will not in- 
crease significantly in the future, Thus 
the implication is that people should 
face up to this and find out best how to 
cope with it. 

Mankind, like other species, has a bi- 
ologically determined life span. The up- 
per limit for humans is 110 years. A 
mouse’ miifağês ûbout three and 4 half 
years. Some uimals uutlivê man. The 
Galapagos tortoise for instance, dies at 
about 1 75 years. 

A species’ life span would appear to 
be progranımed in the genes. A genetic 
factor is also the most likely deter- 
minant for the tendency towards short- 
livedness and longevily in families or 
the striking tendency for identical twins 
not to outlive each other, 

The cells of the body, with the excep- 
tion of cancer cells, also have a genetically 
determined life span. Sclırlefers does not 
think much of the yearning of some peo- 
ple for immortality, And he compares the 
cancer cells to their reluctance to die, He 
told the audience in Cologne: “Immortal- 
ily is malignanl, the work of the devil as 
theologians would put it." 

Şchriefers said old age and death 
Were the result of meaningful planning 
by the genes. A thoroügh mixing of gen- 
types in every new generation guaran” 
tees a great number of اا‎ within 
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ato coffee estate at the beginning of De- 
cember 1986 he was utterly amazed. 
*What I saw.” he said, “was an animal İ 
had never seen before. I had neither 
seen the colouring nor heard the sounds 
it made.” 

Yet it was unquestionably a bamboo 
lemur. Meier realised it could only be a 
Hapalemur, so there must be three var- 
ieties, not (wo. 

Fellow-specialists initially ruled out 
any such idea. Only Professor Prell- 
schoft said: “Herr Meler, it can't be true 
but you are right." 

' In April 1987 Bernhard Meier set out 
on a second expedition to the mountai” 
nous jungle near Ranomafana, this time 
accompanied by André Peyrieras and 
his sponsor, Yves Rumpler. 

A week later Rumpler was airborne 
and bound for Strasbourg, carefully 
watching over a container of nutrient and 
a tiny scrap of skin taken from the mysle- 
rious third variety of bamboo Jemur. 

After breeding cells from thê sample he 
used a newly-levised chrumosome analy” 
sis technique of his own to prove that the 
golden-faced bamboo lemur Meier and 
the US expedition hal sightecl was a new 
and previously unknown primate. 

Including its tail it is about 80cm 
long. It weighs about 1.2kg and: has 62 
chromosomes. Tho Great Bamboo 
Lemur has 60 and tle subspecies of 
Grey Bamboo Lemur have between, ر‎ 
and 58. ا‎ 

.' Further. proof was provided by 4 
çcomparison:of'glandular distribution on 

the skin. The three bamboo lemur Ya 
ieties clearly differ in location, size and 
shape of the glands to the fore of thel 
upper arms.and on he inside of their. 
lower, arms. 

A third proof. was: provided by the 
field biologists, for whom .two different 
species always exist when. they coexist 
in one biotope. All’ three varieties of 
bamboo lemur are now.kriown tO. o: 
ist in the Ranomafana jungle. .' 

` Pat Wright welcomed Bernhard Mek 
er.ıto the. United States .in ‘November. 
1987. They have now joined.forces with 
the French and the World Wildlife Fund 
in. a bid to set up: a national. PE on 
Madagascar. 2 ا‎ 

..Meler's estimate is that oly about 


.150 Golden Bambog.lemürs şurvive off f 


pa 


the island, 1 ... .: 
e ` "Renate Schirow’: 


(Saddeutsche Zeftung, Munich, 21 Janusry: 1986) 


Bernhard Meler’ and Hapalemur aureus: the missing link? 
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parately. It was a 
second variety of 
lemur alongside the 


common Grey 
Bamboo Lemur. 
Both teams thought 


it must be Hapa- 
lemur simus and 
felt they had redis- 
covered a species 
of monkey that had 
been feared extinct. 
The American 
expedition re- 
turned to the Unit- 
ed States two 
months later, and 
on 16 October 
1986 Nature maga- 
zine carried an arti- 
cle headed: “Ex- 
tinct lemurs found - 
in Madagascar.” 
But this report was 
soon to be disproved. What both teams 
had imagined to be the Great Bamboo 
Lemur was in reality a previously un- 
known bamboo-eating primate Meier 
named Hapalemur aureus, or Golden 
Bamboo Lemur, on account of the char- 
acteristic colour of its fur. 

‘The discovery came as a complete 
surprise. The last related species was 
discovered in Madagascar in 1875. The 
Grey Bamboo Lemur was first reported 
in 1795 and Hapalemur simus, still to 
be presumed extinct, in 1870, 

French zoologist André Peyrieras, A 
friend of :Rumpler’s .who, walks bare- 
foot through the forest and smells ani- 
mels rather than sees them,” as Meier 
admiringly claims, was first to discover 
traces of what was supposed to be the 
long-lost Hapalemur simus, 

He teaches zoology at Tananarive 
University, Madagascar. Together with 
fellow-zoologists R. Albignac and J. J. 
Petter, who is a well-known primatolo- 
gist, Peyrieras came across a' group of 
Great Bamboo Lemurs on a coffee es- 
tate in Kianjavato in 1972, 

The sighting was not reported in spe- 
cialist journals, so when Corinne Dague, 
a student of Petter's, reported sighting 
two varieties of bamboo lemur SOkm 
west of Kianjavato in the Ranomafana 
rain forest, ‘Peyrieras was convinced the 
second variety could only be the long- 
lost Hapalemur simus. . 


Yellow face, black snout 


Understandably, both Meier and the 
US expedition were also convinced they 
had rediscovered the Great Bamboo 
Lemur, feared extinct. 1 

But Hapalemur simus is grey-brown 
in colour, whereas the animal sighted in 
the Ranomafana forest was strikingly 
different In hue. '' - 

It had a brilliant golden-yellow face 
with a black snout and nose. Its throat, 
flanks and belly are also golden-yellow, 
its head and back orange-red and grey. ' 

“1 was surprised by these colours,” 
Meier now says, “but black-and-white 
photos were all that existed of the-Great 
Bamboo Lemur, So. I fast grew. accus- 
tomed to the. golden. colour. and im- 
agined Hagelemir simus must 3e that 
colour too.” .. 

: When he finally reached. the Kianjav- 


they were progressively forced into 
remoter areas by more highly-deve- 
loped mammals such as the humanoid 

Es, 

Pey are now only found on Mad- 
agascar, an island popular with zoolo- 
gists for many unusual species that have 
survived there, 

Bernhard Meier was aware of this as 
well as anyone when, in June 1986, he 
set out on his lone expedition to track 
down Hapalemtr Simus. 

So was a 12-strong US expedition 
hended by Patricia Wright of Duke Uni- 
versity, North Carolina. 

In Ranomafana, castern Madagascar, 
where they bath set oul on their quest, 
Ms Wright merely asked: “Who is 
Bernhard Mcicr?" and left him and his 
200kg of equipment to their own de- 
vices, claiming her vehicle was full. 

Meier, from Lennestadt, Westphalia, 
is a biology graduate, a tcacher and a 
poslgraduate student at Bochum Uni- 
versity, where he is studying for his PhD 
under the supervision of primatologist 
Holger Preuschoft. 

Yves Rumpler of Strasbourg Univers» 
ity, who financed his one-man expedi- 
tion, hoped in vain that he would be able 
to join forces with the US expedition. 

But the Wright expedition drove off 
into the forest, leaving Meier and a team 
of four locals lo tour the area on foot. 

Both groups soon found what they 
thought was their quarry, and did so se- 
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Wl OUR WORLD 


German biologist discovers unknown 
e in Madagascar jungle 


one German اا‎ Bernhard 
Mcier has discovered a new and 
previously unknown primate in the 
tropical rain forests of Madagascar. He 
heat a 12-strong US expedition to do so. 
tlis original quarry was a bantboo- 
eating ape, JHapalemur simus,. For 
months he never suspected his find was 
sensational. 

Tı was five months before he realised 
that the monkey he hacl stalked and ob- 
served in the jungle night be a previous- 
ly unknown prinate, û highly-developed 
biped not unrclatel to Homo sapiens 
andl not just 4 minor ape, 

The lemur he set out to fînd lıad not 
becn sighted since the carly years of this 
century, Primatalogists doubted wheth- 
er İL still existed, Hit did, then in the re- 
mate south-cast of Mndugascar, 

Only two varieties of {Hapafentur are 
described in specialist Iteraturc. Flapa- 
lemur griscus is lhe Grey Bamboo Le- 
mur, ffapalemur sims the Great Bam- 
boo Lemur. 

Buth are only known to cxist on Mad- 
agascar, an island off the cuast of East 
Africa renowned for its unusual fauna. 

Lemurs were widespread in Europe 
and America 35 million years ago, bul 
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Monlka Weimar 
(Phos: dpa, AP) 


that, blind with hate, she killcd his 
children. 

Monika Weimar now knows thal a way 
out could nat be found with lies and de- 
ception. Then, when it was nat too late, 
she probably did not think about this, 

No-one warned her when she gol in- 
volved in an cextra-marital relationship 
to find and return a little love and len- 
derness. 

Her relations lived with her, her 
mother, ler grandmother andl two sis- 

' ters. Why didn't they find a solution 
among themselves? 

The answer is that the older peuple 
could not cone to terms with modern 
life. They pursued a way of life ull ıheir 
own that Ihe young peuple misunder- 
stood as being emanciputed. 

Why did Monika Weimar have 10 tell 
the court: "If L had hid a divorceê Irum 
Reinhard my children would still he 
alive." 

Her mother lovked alter the Iittle 
girls most of the time, when her daugh- 
ter tovk aff. She cooked her son-ilı- 
law's meals. She did the utınost in her 
power so that things could remain as 
1hey were, even though for a long time 
they should not have done so. 

Specialists called to give evidence 
during the trial described Monika Wei- 
mar as aloof, her feelings suppressed 
and indecisive. 

The same was true of Reinhard Wei- 
mar. He is also not a person bubbling 
over with vitality. He has litle feeling 
and is aot very articulate. 

He also drifted, waited for something 
to happen, believed everything was un- 
alterable. He was angry; disagreeable 
and uncontrolled. 

He wondered if he would be able to 
stay with his mother-in-law or Hive in an 
attic in the house, should he have to get 
out because of the American. 

His wife would only need to bother 
«About his washing and getting his meals 


+fçam then on, '.. . 


. In this milieu the men are éither on 
shift:work or aout drinking a-beer and 


, playing bowls. ‘The elder women. are in 


the Kitchen reading the mail-order ca{a- 


‘logue, The yoüng people are off in the 


discos. No-one g01 things straight evi- 
dently, No-one had the courage to put 


: matters right. 


She wanteçl to be a respectable wom- 


` An, as {he public ‘prosecutor pointed 


out, a god, loving mother, a, beloved 
and loving wife and a pérfacl housewife, 
FBveryoné around . Monika ‘Welmar 


"should haye dont something so that this 
;tould.. haãve.. Come bout, But instead 


these two! pêople, took-the wı DE way 
dangers. "i: , 

` Gisela. Fritdriçhsen ` 

nkfurter Allgemelfe.Zeltung fir 
Datiisehland, 9 Jaduary 1988 
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. without renlistpğ thie 


The kids: Melanie and Karola 


Reinhard Welmar 


W CRIME 


Mother found guilty of killing daughters 
but so many questions unanswered 


The young people pet out of the village 
to the disco in the evening, to Bad Hers- 
feld, for instance. They get to know hrief- 
ly American soldiers stationed in the 
area, but they are only temporarily in 
Germany and are not particularly fussy 
who they go with. 

In the disco it is not necessiry to un- 
derstand anyone else's language, because 
the music is so loud. It is a way of getting 
on top of worrics and hibitiuns quickly. 

How many ideas do the "Boys from the 
wide, wide world, the GIs," put in the 
heads of the girls from the East Heste vil- 
lages? Then afterwards the GIs are off 
never Lo be seen again. How many marri- 
ages have been broken up in this way? 

Monika Weimar's sister, Brigilie, 
seems to be a good example. Just 21 
years of age, she was married to an Am- 
erican and is now divorced. She already 
has a new (riend whom she meets outside 
the barracks, 

Brigitte introduced her sisıer to the 
disco world in which a glance, a word 

means nothing or everything at one and 
the same time. 

Monika Weimar experienced a numb- 
ing sense of freedom there, passionate 
promises, love in the car at night when 
you cannot see anything clearly. The no- 
‘sey neighbours and even a husband had 
fallen asleep long ago. 

What could her husband offer her? 
Just the same kind of life that. all the 


dise, .: : : 

She believed him blindly, but he, very’. 
wisely, did not mention that he was a . 
married man with-three children, He has’ . 
now returned to.America and supþaşed- 
ly there takes svérything fie can’ get, 
` .How much guilt can be apportioned to 


world, was for her like a bid from parar.' 


Monika Weimar's. sister Brigitte and. to: 
. Monika's-GI, boyfriend for the death of. 


the Weimgr children? i 

` How much Bult can be laid at {he doo 
of the husband, who did it say.'a word. 
abot what his wife ws doing? And then; 
when things got’tao’ niuch, he béat her up: 


` Hê Sbvidisly kurt, is’ wifê so dep! 


but generally just enjoyed himself? 


At first Reinhard Weimar was re- 
gardexl as the prime suspect. He denied 
any part in it. 

Monika Weimar also denied having 
committed the crime. She went even fur- 
ther; four weeks alter the death of her 
children she accused her husband of the 
killing. 

What conclusions can be drawn from 
that? The lwo little girls were killed cith- 
er by the mother or father and their bod- 
i were Found it buhes bul the pitenls 
dıd their ulınosi to get uti scot iree. 

Shortly after the “disappearance” of 
ihe childicn n 4 August OSG the pulice 
in Philippstal-Röhringshof, where the 
Weimar family lived, mounted an un- 
usually costly search. 

The purents led the police to believe 
that the girls had been kidnapped. When 
the bodies were found it was obvious that 
kidnapping could be ruled out. 

Various scientific institutes were 
called in to established the truth from the 
smallest traces of evidence. 

Months went by while the fibres on the 
clıildren’s bed-clothes were counted. The 
children's clothes and the Weimar family 
car were examined for fibres. 

Monika Weimar's defence lawyers 
complained that the reverse side of the 
bed-clorhes had not been examined and 
that possibly valuable evidence could 
haye been lost through electrical charges 
in the plastic sacks in which court-room 

exhibits were transported. 

Anyone watching the accused in court, 
particularly during the breaks, would not 
have believed his or her eyes. There was 


lı . a woman, dressed-in-a:whiterfrilly blouse, - 


white leather boots and a pale silk skirt, 
who admittedly sometimes nervously 
smoked a cigarette, but who otherwise 
spoke to her mother, for instance, quite 
cheerfully, who laughed and joked just as 
if the children still lived. 

She sat motionless — ûr unmoved? — 
when’ experts described the dead child 
ren's clothing. Şhe was moationlesş when. 
they came to conclusions which she 
could not answêr, E E 

When, at the beginning; of the trial; 
Monika Weimar described her. career 
and her marriage, many listehers got a 
clear idea about life in a country village 
close to the East German border, 

The men work in shifts in the potash . 
mine,.the ‘women stay at home with’ the. 


bowing... 


: children, . For entertainment . thty went 


After a 10-month trial in which 90 wit- 
nesses and a dozen experts were heard, 
29-year-old nurse Monika Weimar was 
found guilty of killing her daughters 
Melanie and Karola and given a life 
sentence, The children were first re- 
ported kidnapped, then found dead. 
Their father, Reinhard Weimar, was 
first arrested on suspicion, then re- 
leased. A warrant for the mother's ar- 
reşLwas Issel inOttober 1986. Many 
expetled her {0 be acquitted, and her 
counsel promptly announced that there 
mould be uu appeal. 


A 29-year-old nurse has been sen- 

tenced to life imprisonment hy a 
court in Fulda for killing her two daugh- 
ters, aged seven and five, 

The court found that Monika Weimar 
had strangled and smothered them on 7 
August 1986. The bodies of Melanie and 
Karola were found near the family home 
in Philippstal, not far from Bad Hersfeld. 

Frau Weimar reported to the police 
that her daughters were missing on 4 Au- 
gust. in the course of police investig- 
ations suspicion fell on the children's fa- 
ther, Reinhard Weimar. 

The court found in favour of the case 
Presented by the public prosecutor. The 
defence called for acquittal and said, af- 
ter the court's sentence, that an appeal 
would be lodged. From the beginning the 
accused maintained her ingocence of the 
killing, EE 

Monika Weimar was found guilty. 
Well, that is not quite the right expres- 
Slon. After a fair trial she. waşqqamed bı 2 
the court as having killed her two little 
girls, the children from her marriage to 
Relnfara weîmar,. 7; ; 2 
. She must pay for her crime by serving. 

a life sentence, even if one day.the sént- ` 
ence should be set aside. چ‎ 
She was certainly guilty, but equally 
People close and not so clöse to her share’ 
in hêr. guilt. Many havé to bear 'respon- . 
sibility for this crime, ....  . 
There.has been considerable public in 
terest in it~ two children had tO pay with 
their llves fot théir parents’ failures, ' 
 ;At fîtst thêre.was considerable disğust ' 
how anyone could kill such “sweet, inno~ 
cent darlings.” To this was soon addéd 
complete bewilderment thatthe .parentş . 
¬ and-önly thie” parênts wee’ suspects ini 
the case +~ could wah thelr. Harids oft 
affair ãùd dêclare thêir inniocendg: 
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along these lines, she said. In the mean- 
time she has had discussions with hous- 
ing associations. One has promised to 


, give help in urgent cases. 


Women from battered Wives’ homes 
have had difficulty so far in getting a 
priority housing allocation certificate 
(Wohnberechtigungsschein) due to too 
much red tape. 

Proof of income or a tax declaration 
has to be produced. How could it be ex- 
pected that women who have fled from 
their homes in a rush would think of that? 

“Then two women with children Can- 
not use their home allocation certifi- 
cates together to take a large flat for the 
two families. Cases in which this is al- 
lowed are very much the exception. 

The list of proposals made by Ter- 
linden and Dörhöfer iš long. There is in 
the list the heading "return to the former 
home.” Here it is taken for granted, of 
course, that the man who did the beaf- 
ing in the first place has left the accom- 
modation. 

At first sight this seems to be the best 
and most suitable solution, but in fact it 
swiftly presents fresh problems, 

Many women, understandably, arê 
reluctant to return to the accommoda- 
tion where they were abused, They fegr 


that they will again bê threatened by- 


their tormentor. They would prefer lo 
go and live in another part of the town 
or city. 

` Most of them insist that officialdom 
gives out no information about them, 
particularly the residents’ registration 
office, and that they are unlisted in the 
telephone book. 

There are often. as well, other red 
sons why they do not want 1o return lû 
their previous homes. According to so 
cial affairs office rules the accomımoda- 
tion is more oiten hun nat tan hig and 
topg.expensive anyway. 

The chapter in the repurt abu re 
turning to the previous home is brief for 
the authors wiant to present “swift and 
pragmatic solutions.” 

Here they come to gricf. The precon- 
dition that the man who had done the 
battering has {left the iccommodation 
does not always hold (rue. 

If he has to leave the accommodation 
because of a court orfer he is usually 
granted a long period of, grace before 
the order is effective, often running into 
months, 

Many women cinn hear having, to I 
main in a home for so lûng. One work ot 
a home explained tht, usually the, homes 
were fully occupied and şpmetimes, 4 
least over Christmas, women liad lo “Mot 
in together” sharing accommodation, , 

Eight beds to A room are usual. is 
not conducive for a “homgly atmos 
phere""over a long period’if many o | 
en have to Jive together with all tér 
children in a small space. أ‎ 

There has been a timid official rl 1 
tion to proposals that men who act YO! 


` lêntly to their wives should be put in4, 1 
` “home for men” where they could DP ; 


given therapy. 3 ا‎ 
Such a project has been set in motioî, 


the Boûn.Family Affairs Ministry. Mer 
volunteet to go into thé homes; no-Onf, 
is pressured into doiig §o. ’ | : 

However, Family Affairs Minister Ri, 


homes have had to reniain empty.” 
How: long must women‘iot only bef 


The time is past for lamenting this si 
ation. Changes are‘needed. The prog. 


sals by Terlinden:and. Dörhöfçr çome 2. | 


just the'right-time, Hella Kaiser ; 
. (Der Tagesşplegel, Berlin, 24 January. 198) 


° in Hariburg, supported financially DY 


` Süssmuth ‘said with resignation in an if. 
: terview with Die Zeit in 1986: “Men arê 
: not e pressure from suffering, so 


: the brunt of malè violence but ultimate? 
; Îy meet the bill for it? 
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Battered wives’ refuges are only a start 
— where do you put the men? 


wives' homes has having neither of these 
two qualities. 

Three-quarters of the women inter=- 
viewed, either currently in a home or 
who have been in one, are living off so- 
cial welfare benefits. How could they 
possibly pay key-money or make depos- 
its of any kind? O 

Frequently while a woman is in a 
home there are rent debts for the family 
home for which the wife iš partly liable 
if the husbahd does not pay. ` 2 

An entry in Schufa, the national cred-. 
it control organisation in the Federal 
Republic, then quickly puts ãn end to 
any hopes of being able to sign a new 
tenancy agreement. ن‎ 

Actording to the authors there is little 
sense in appealiig to private landlords to 
give some consideration to the desperate 
plight of these women. It is very much 
feared that the violent husband will turh 
up and go on the rampagêè. : 

Becausê of ‘this the two authors de- 
mand that the local authority should 
help. The social welfare office could at 
least undertake to pay key-money and 
put down the deposit required. 

One worker from an independent 
home for battered wives said that if the 
renl were not too high some local gov- 
ernment authorities offered a loan for 
the deposit on acconımodatlon. 

The amount paid out in individual 
cases is al the discretion of local offi- 
cials concerned. ۹ ٤ 

But housing associations should'also 
help. They could make some of the ac- 
commodation they have free available 
to women in dire need. '"' 1 2 

This has been done in Heidelberg. A 
woman from the Greens who sits onthe 
supervisory board of the municipal 
housing ' association: has : pushed this 
through. She formerly worked in a home 
for battered wives. : 

This is a good reason, the authors of 
the report argue, why women represen- 
tatives'.in local government should 
maintain their right to a say in things. 

Carola von Braun, responsible for 
women's affairs in the Berlin ‘Senate, 
said that this was a “point of view that 

had to be considered," She was not .cer- 
tain whether it was sensible, however. 

. Frau von Braun asked who.was to de- 

cide who was in greater need, someone 
who was tomeless, an alcoholic or. a 
woman from a battered.wives' home. It 
is “a long time off" before these:problem 
groups can be allocated accommodation 
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cause more and more women suffer 
from this condition. Estimates shéûw 
that one in ten women.haye eating prob- 
` lems and that 1.6 per cent of girls in pu- 
berty are anûrectic.1:.. -.- e: 
Christa Merfert-Diete from .the'Wom- 
en and Addiction project: also welcomed 
. the problem being discussed openly: °. 
There are many false ideas about the 
condition, and most parents are helpless 
` ifthey have an anqrectic child. 
Frau Merfert-Dieté coünisélled. sue 
` parents to go immediately tO a doctor or 
seek help from an advice centre: .. 
Self-help groups are of considerable 


assistance, and they are naw to be found أ‎ 


: in many cities suchas Berlin, Hamburg, 
: Munich, Hanover, Kiel aùd Coldgne; 
ا‎ Barbara 'Frûndsert 
(Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 17 January, 1988) 
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home for a second time or more often 
(up lo nine times). 

They had to do this because there was 
no alternative to returning té the family 
home they had left, back to their partner 
from whom they again had to flee because 
he began malireating them once morê. ` 

Looking for a home for a mother by 
herself and with children is a real prob- 
lem. As soon as a landlord hears the 
address “battered wives’ home" the 
problem becomes insurmountable. 

One woman with three children, who 
was interviewed, recalls a conversation 
when .she went after rented şccommO- 
dation. She told her possible landlord: 
“By ihe way I'm in emergency accom- 
moadation ip a battered wives’ home." 
He immediately became very brusque, 
she said. 1 

Women who have been in a battered 
wives' home have also come across 
reactions such, as: “You are a feminist, 
then?” or “Do you think that's a good 
thing for the children?" . 

The authors of this report point out 
that landlords in the private accommo- 
dation sector look for “economic sol- 
venty and sacial acceptance.” Lind- 
lords regard women from batlered 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied the data arranged in see-at-a-glance tables in these new reference 

warks. They include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thunderstorms. 


These figures compiled over ihe years are invaluable both for planning journeys 
to distant countries and for scientific research. 


Basic Facis und figures For every country in lhe world form o preface to the 
tubles. The emphasis is on the country’s natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transport. 


The gııides are handy in size and flexibly bound, indispensable for daily use in 
cammerce, industry and the travel trade. 


Four volumes are available: 


North and South Amerlea. 172 pp., DM 24.80; 
Asla/Australla, 240 pp., DM 24.80: 
Afriça, 130 pp. DM 24.80; 
Europe/USSR, 240 pp , DM 24.80 


Look it up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Brockhaus, Posifach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 


he first home for battered wives was 

upencd in Berlin in 1976, Since 
ıhen homes wlıcre women beaten up by 
their husbands can find refuge have 
been opened in many cities and local 
authority arcas. 

Current statistics show that there are 
about 100 self-governing homes in the 
Federal Republic along with a whole se- 
ries of "shelters" operated by charitable 
organisalions Or women’s associations, 

No-one can doubt that they are ne- 
cessary. They help in an emergency and 
offer a plnce for a ime. But what then? 

Two academics, Ulla Terlinden and 
Kerstin Dûörhöfer, commissioned by the 
Bonn Youth, Family, Women and 
Health Ministry, have investigate just 
how difficult it is for a baltered wife 
eventually to find her own accommoda- 
tion unl sign a tenaııcy agreement. 

‘They have produced u repurl which 
has been published by the Kohlham- 
mer-Verlag in Stuıgart, Berlin, Cologne 
und Mainz, 

They have been able to work out a 
series uf proposals that could change 
the existing miserahle situation. There is 
u need for tinis, Their proposals are lhe 
result of conversations with womcn who 
live in these homes and pebple who 
werk in them. 

As far back as a report of 1981 on the 
situation of women in Berlin it was re- 
vealed that 23 per ceni of battered 
wumen sought accommodation in a 
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